MAY, 2004 


Miorée! 


vad tia Mal fe Om 


The Kick, by Artist Daniel A. Moore, captures 
Van Tiffin's historic 52-yard field goal that beat 
Auburn in 1985. In commemoration of its upcoming 
20th Anniversary, this classical masterpiece is now 
being offered as a Time-Limited Edition Original 
Canvas Replica. The edition will be strictly limited by 
the number of canvases ordered by July 31, 2004. Due 
to the limited time frame of this once-in-a-lifetime 
offer, immediate action is advised! A 50% deposit is 
required at the time of ordering. 

Each canvas will be hand-signed and numbered 
in oils by Daniel A. Moore — further giving each the 
look and feel of the artist's original oil painting. The 
image area of this exquisite Original Canvas 
Replica will be a full 22" x 35". 


Order now to save on pre-publication pricing! 


Regular Edition: $1700 through May 31, 2004 


$1850 through June 30, 2004 
$2550 through May 31, 2004 
$2775 through June 30, 2004 
Regular Edition canvases will be priced at $2,000 
and Artist's Proofs at $3,000 from July 1- July 31. 
Custom Framing (as shown above) is $475. Outside 
dimensions of frame are 31" x 44". 


Applicable taxes and shipping charges will be added to all prices shown above, 

CALL TOLL FREE TODAY: 
A @) [ [ “> ‘iia Yar h ¢ Le 
1-800-735-2 13 


Artist’s Proofs: 


NEW LIFEART, INC. 


3600 Lornaridge Drive ¢ Birmingham, AL 35216 * www.newlifeart.com 
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Stila Likes Where Tide Is Headed 


by Kirk McNair 


Strides have been made, 
but there is still a long way 
to go to get Tide to top 


ike Shula thinks big. The Alabama 
Mix football coach had some whirl- 

wind appearances in the days imme- 
diately following the March 20 A-Day Game 
(and the conclusion of spring football prac- 
tice), then a week-long cruise as part of 
Bama’s Crimson Tradition fund-raising. Shula 
has reflected on Alabama's work since the 
end of last season and thought about the up- 
coming season. And there are a number of 
“big” things. 

“Our biggest thought process in the spring 
was to get better at what we are doing, then 
to add to it in all three areas (offense. de- 
fense, special teams),” Shula said. “We need 
to find what our players do best and take ad- 
vantage of that. Our mindset was to have 
every one of our players doing things the 
right way all the time. Our carryover was 
good, especially on defense.” 

The coach noted that eight starters return 
on defense and only six on offense. 
Additionally, three of the six returning offen- 
sive starters—senior offensive tackle Wesley 
Britt, senior tight end David Cavan, and ju- 
nior quarterback Brodie Croyle—missed all 
team work in the spring. “That was the 
biggest negative of spring ball,” Shula said. 

He said, “The biggest moves of the spring 
were in the offensive line, sophomore Kyle 
Tatum from defensive tackle to right (offen- 
sive) tackle and senior Evan Mathis (from 
right tackle) to left guard. As a stall, we were 
very happy with those moves. Kyle might 
have been a starter at defensive tackle, but 
with 15 practices at right tackle, he made the 
most improvement of anyone on the team. Of 
course, he had the furthest to go, and he still 
has the furthest to go. | think Evan is better 


Looking For A Speaker? 

‘BAMA MAGAZINE Editor Kirk McNair may 
be available to speak to your group on 
Alabama football and recruiting. 

McNair has been involved in coverage of 
the Crimson Tide for over 35 years. He is 
active in coverage of practices and games as 
well as keeping up with recruiting. 

If you would like to have Kirk McNair 
speak to your Quarterback or Touchdown 
or Red Elephant Club, call Vera Dowdle at 
(205) 345-5074 for details and available 
dates. Alumni chapters should contact 
Melody Nix, director of chapter develop- 
ment, at (205) 348-1550. 
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at left guard than at right tackle, and he’s ex- 
cited about the move.” 

Regarding the offensive line, he noted the 
improvement of senior guard Danny Martz 
and center J.B. Closner. 

Shula said there were other successful 
spring experiments. He said that sophomore 
cornerback Ramzee Robinson “having such 
good practices at left cornerback enabled us 
to move Charlie Peprah to strong safety, 
which is part of getting the best guys on the 
field. We have a lot of leaders, and Ramzee is 
a great one.” 

The coach was also pleased with the return of 
former strongside linebacker Cornelius 
Wortham, a senior who worked in the spring at 
middle linebacker and appeared to finish ahead 
of the returning starter, junior Freddie Roach. 

“The move of Corn created great competi- 
tion at that position,” Shula said. “If we could 
have the kind of competition we had between 
Corn and Freddie at every position on the 
team, we'd be in great shape. But we don't 
have that.” 

Shula said one place he wants better com- 
petition is in the kicking game, even though 
he said he thought senior punter Bo Freelend 
made strides in 2003 and that senior place- 
kicker Brian Bostick “had a good spring, ex- 
cept for the A-Day Game.” 

He said the biggest question mark is the 
same one the Tide faced before starting 
spring practice. “Receiver,” he said. “Some 
young guys are going to get a chance. Tyrone 
Prothro has the most experience [rom last 
year, and he’s a guy we have got to get the 
ball to. He needs to improve some things so 
we can do that. Matt Caddell didn’t get the 
reps (practice repetitions) last fall because he 
was redshirted and on the scout team, but he 
made progress this spring. The young ones 
coming in have an opportunity.” 


erhaps the biggest news from Shula in a 
meeting with the state's sportswriters in 


mid-April was his discussion of the 
quarterback position, even though what 
Shula said was not really news. Shula said 
Brodie Croyle is Alabama's starting quarter- 
back, Right now. There is no quarterback 


Date Opponent 
September 4+ Utah State 
September 11 Mississippi 
September 18 — Western Carolina 
September 25. Arkansas 
October 2 South Carolina 
October 9 Kentucky 


Tennessee 

Mississippi State 
November 13 LSU 

November 20. =Auburn 

December 3 SEC Championship Game 
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2004 Alabama Football Schedule 


Southern Miss (Homecoming) 


controversy. But no one has a job locked up. 
“Brodie is our starter, but he has to continue 
to earn it,” Shula said. “And I expect him to 
do that.” 

Last year Croyle became the first sopho- 
more in Alabama football history to pass for 
over 2,000 yards. Playing in 11 of Bama'’s 13 
games (and for only a handful of plays in one 
of them, the Georgia game), Croyle complet- 
ed 182 of 341 passes (53.4 per cent) for 
2,303 yards with 16 touchdowns and 13 in- 
terceptions. 

Shula said, “It would have been better to 
have had Brodie for 11-on-11 work in the 
spring, but I feel better about the (quarter- 
back) position than at any time. Brodie is 
smart, he’s talented, he’s savvy. He is driven to 
do it. There's not a better competitor on our 
team. He has all the things you want. He just 
needs more experience.” 

The coach said, “I think he would have 
played better last year if he hadn't been hurt. 
He was hurt all season.” 

Shula added, “Where he’s got to get better 
through experience is in taking completions 
and in not taking hits. There’s nothing wrong 
with throwing it away sometimes. And we've 
gol Lo get better in our protection of the quar- 
terback and our receivers have to get better in 
getting open.” 

While Croyle is the starter going into fall 
work, Shula said that the coaching staff will 
have to get a lot of repetitions for all the 
quarterbacks. He said that Croyle and 
Spencer Pennington, the 2003 back-up who 
also missed part of last season and who was 
limited in spring work because of a shoulder 
injury and surgery, would have to get repeti- 
tions to make up for the work they couldn't 
gel in the spring. 

And Mare Guillon, the sophomore transfer 
from Miami who got most of the spring work 
at quarterback, deserves the opportunity to 
compete in August, Shula said. “I think we 
have to give a lot of reps to guys we think are 
going to be able to help us,” the coach said. 
“He played 75 of the 91 plays we had on A- 
Day, and that kind of work helped him.” 

Shula said, “Because of the number of reps 
he got this spring, Marc is more comfortable 


Site Series Record 
Tuscaloosa First Meeting 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 40-9-2 
Tuscaloosa First Meeting 
Fayetteville Alabama leads, 9-5-0 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 10-1-0 
Lexington Alabama leads, 32-2-1 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 32-6-2 
Knoxville Alabama leads, 43-36-7 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 70-15-3 
Baton Rouge Alabama leads, 43-19-5 
Tuscaloosa Alabama leads, 38-29-1 
Atlanta Alabama 2 wins, 3 losses 


Although quarterback Brodie Croyle had some problems last season and although he was limited in 
the spring because of an injured shoulder, Head Coach Mike Shula says the junior is Bama’s number 


one quarterback. 


in the system. He made huge strides. We 
have some competition at the quarterback 
position.” 


ne of the key positions in which 
C)iie: will have a new starter in 
2004 is tailback, where Shaud 
Williams got almost all of the work (280 


carries for a Southeastern Conference-high 
1,367 yards) Shula had mixed feelings about 
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Alabama's halfback (the Tide’s designation 
for the running back position) rotation last 
year. On one hand, he thought it was more 
rotation than he was accustomed to. But he 
also thought Assistant Coach Sparky Woods 
did a good job of using the running backs. 

And, said Shula, “If you have three guys 
you feel comfortable with, then you can 
have fresh legs in the fourth quarter, which 
is really important.” 
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Alabama is going to have its number two 
and number three halfbacks from 2003 back 
this season. And there’s going to be a new 
face in the mix. Last year’s starting fullback 
was Tim Castille, the only true freshman to 
earn a starting job. 

Castille may play at fullback again this 
season, but Shula promised he is also going 
to see playing time at halfback. “He's going 
to play both positions,” said the head coach. 
“He needs to be on the field as much as pos- 
sible.” 

The coach noted that it is easier to learn 
the assignments at halfback than at fullback, 
which has more blocking and receiving re- 
sponsibilities. 

Shula said, “We're going into the season 
with the attitude that we have three guys 
who can win. That doesn’t mean that all 
three will play an equal amount. It’s sort of a 
‘feel thing.’ Ifa guy gets on a roll, you stick 
with him.” 

Last year Castille had only eight rushes for 
33 yards, but two of those eight runs were 
for touchdowns. Shula said, “Our fullback 
doesn't really carry the ball a lot, but he has 
to be able to catch passes.” Castille had 21 
catches for 129 yards last year. (But 
Williams had 24 pass receptions for 161 
yards.) 

In the spring, Hudson appeared to have 
held onto the number one job. But it was 
obvious that Shula and the Alabama coach- 
ing staff was enamored with its “big back- 
field” experiment. One reason Shula said he 
would expect to rotate halfbacks is because 
Hudson and Darby are both small backs, 
both listed at 5-10, 202. 

Castille, though, is 5-11 and listed at 231 
pounds. “Tim will play fullback with Ray 
and Ken,” Shula said. “And we'll also play 
him at halfback with (6-1, 255-pound) 
Le’Ron McClain at fullback.” 


astille was the only freshman to start 
4 last season, but five freshmen 

(Castille, Prothro, McClain, line- 
backer Terrence Jones, and defensive tackle 
Dominic Lee) were contributors. Shula said, 
“I think you would see probably double that 
number this year. And where we had one 
(freshman) starter last year, we might have 
two or three this season. 

“There will also be a log of guys on the 
field who aren't true freshmen, but who will 
be seeing their first real quality action. We 
don’t have a lot of seniors.” 

Shula noted that he is pleased that 
Alabama was able to get its spring practice 
in early and get it completed before The 
University’s spring break. “We didn’t lose 
concentration with the interruption,” he 
said. 

Not that it means there is time to spare 
with the early completion date. Tide coaches 
have been involved in “self-evaluation” of 
last fall and last spring, as well as preparing 
for and beginning the spring recruiting 
phase. 

“Time is flying,” Shula said. “You have to 
do a good job with time management in this 
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job. We still haven't been here quite a year 
(he was hired May 8, 2003). I'll be glad 
when I can say, ‘How did we do it last 
year?’.” 

Players are busy, too. “The players are get- 
ting ready for finals and are in the strength 
and conditioning program-in that order,” 
Shula said. “We need to get stronger.” He 
said the concentration following spring 
practice was on weight-lifting under new 
Strength Coach Kent Johnston. 

He said there will be a summer condition- 
ing program, and added, “A lot of the play- 
ers have already signed up for summer 
school and for interim.” Although there can 
be no organized team practice in the sum- 
mer, players (notably the quarterbacks and 
receivers) will work throughout the summer 
on the football practice fields. 

The first summer school session begins 
June 1 and the second term July 6, with 
summer school graduation August 16. 
Players report August 9 and begin full gear 
practices August 14. Alternating two-a-day 
and one-a-day practice sessions end with the 
start of classes August 25, when all practice 
days are one session. 

Alabama opens the season September 4 
hosting Utah State at Bryant-Denny 
Stadium. 


¢ hula said, “Everyone feels so much 


more comfortable with what we are 

doing and with having been around 
each other for a year. We went through a 
tough season (4-9), and sometimes that 
helps keep you together. I think that was ev- 
ident in the way they went out and recruit- 
ed. They are dedicated to one another and 
dedicated to doing a good job. 

“We've got a long way to get where we 
want to be, but we've made a lot of strides.” 

He said it was “good to see that the players 
had the same attitude as the coaches-a thirst 
for success. We put them through a tough 
off-season conditioning program and they 
responded. We've got to get better with 
mental toughness and discipline.” 

This year Alabama will be eligible for the 
Southeastern Conference Championship 
Game and a bowl game after two years of in- 
eligibility due to NCAA sanctions. “We 
haven't talked about that,” Shula said. “But 
you don’t have to talk about it. Its on the 
minds of all the players. You hear them talk- 
ing about it. We don’t make it a big issue, 
but that will be a great motivator for us. 
We'll have two things that will motivate 
them: the chance to play in the post-season 
as well as the thought of what happened last 
year and knowing that we never want to go 
through that again.” 


fessional baseball players trying out for 

football positions. Two of them-quarter- 
back Michael Machen and wide receiver 
Scoop McDowell-left the team during 
spring drills. There have been rumors that 
wide receiver Damien Jones, who had two 
receptions in the A-Day Game, including a 


IE the spring, Bama had three former pro- 
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Tim Castille was the only true freshman to start for Alabama in 2003, playing fullback. This year 
Castille will continue at fullback, but will also see duty at halfback. Head Coach Mike Shula expects 


more freshmen to participate this season. 


32-yarder to set up a touchdown, is also 
leaving. 

“He's not off the team,” Shula said. “We've 
had some discussion and he’s in the process 
of figuring out for sure what he wants to do. 
As of right now, I don’t think anything is 
final.” 

Shula also indicated there is a chance that 
senior safety Chris James might return to 
the team. James left the team before the start 
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of spring practice and spent the spring at a 
junior college in his hometown of Albany, 
Georgia. 

Shula said James, who left the team before 
spring practice, has asked to rejoin the pro- 
gram. “We might not know until late, right 
before the season,” said Shula. James 
blocked a school record four kicks last sea- 
son and turned one of them into a 32-yard 
touchdown return at Mississippi. 
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Spring Is No Time For Relaxing 


by Freddie Kirby 


Academically, things look 
good for 2004 signees; 
Tide coaches look ahead 


(CC teva the effects of Murphy's 
Law (Whatever can go wrong will go 
wrong) on Alabama’s 2003 football 
team, Head Coach Mike Shula should make 
it into the Power Of Positive Thinking Hall 
of Fame. After a season in which schedule 
luck and injury Juck could not have been 
worse for a head coach coming in without 
benefit of a spring practice, Shula and his 
staff went into the recruiting season with a 
goal of making things better. 

Even the recruiting season had Bama at a 
disadvantage, the final year of reduced 
scholarships as part of NCAA sanctions. But 
the Crimson Tide staff was not deterred. The 
result was a recruiting class ranked among 
the 15 best in the nation, a significant step 
back towards the top of the College Football 
World. 

Under ordinary circumstances, the recruit- 
ing class would be part of the future of 
Alabama football. But these are not ordinary 
times and Shula has said he expects signifi- 
cant contributions from this signing class 
beginning this fall. He said that while five 
true freshmen contributed to last year’s team 
that it would not be a surprise for twice that 
many to be significant in 2004. 

That is part of the reason there is more 
than usual interest in the academic achieve- 
ments of the signees. Alabama signed 27 
new players, although only 19 may enter 
The University on football scholarships in 
August. And it is almost impossible to pro- 
vide an exact answer as to qualifying. 
Qualifying requires: 

Completion of high school graduation re- 
quirements, attaining a grade point average 
of 2.5 or better in the core requirements, 
achieving a score of 17 on the ACT or 820 
on the SAT, in the case of Alabama student- 
athletes passing the high school exit exami- 
nation, and, finally, being approved by the 
NCAA Clearinghouse. 

As best we can determine, here is the situ- 
ation with Alabama signees: 

In the “Breathe Easy” category, those who 
are expected to qualify with no problem, are 
12 players: 

Lineman Justin Britt of Cullman, offensive 


/, macula 


Lorenzo Washington 


lineman Antoine Caldwell of Montgomery 
Lee, strong safety Marcus Carter of Fort 
Payne, cornerback Simeon Castille of 
Birmingham Briarwood Christian, tight end 
Trent Davidson of T.R. Miller in Brewton, of- 
fensive tackle Cody Davis of Tuscaloosa 
Hillcrest, linebacker Curtis Dawson of 
Birmingham Hoover, defensive end Travis 
McCall of Prattville, wide receiver Will 
Oakley of Nease in St. Augustine, Florida, 
cornerback Travis Robinson of Tuscaloosa 
Hillcrest, defensive lineman Chris Turner of 
Northwest Community College in Sena- 
tobia, Mississippi, and defensive tackle 
Lorenzo Washington of Grayson in Logan- 
ville, Georgia. 

In the “Still A Litthe Work To Do, But 
Should Make It” category are six players: 

Wide receiver Keith Brown of Pensacola, 
Florida, wide receiver D.J. Hall of Choctaw- 
hatchee in Fort Walton Beach, Florida, run- 


We'll Be Back In August 


*BAMA MAGAZINE is published 10 times per 
year, August-May. That means you won't get 
your next issue of the magazine until 
August. 

We do plan to have our yearbook, the 
2004 *BAMA FOOTBALL ANNUAL, in the mail 
before the August magazine. 

If you have not yet ordered the yearbook 
($12 includes all postage and handling) or 
if you have any questions about your sub- 
scription, call us at 1-800-713-2261. 

Meanwhile, keep up with all aspects of 
Alabama Crimson Tide athletics (including 
recruiting) on a daily basis by going to our 
website, http://www.BamaMag.com 
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ning back Aaron Johns of Thomasville, safe- 
ty Aaron McDaniel of Fort Payne, offensive 
lineman B.J. Stabler of Clarke County in 
Grove Hill, and tight end Nick Walker of 
Pike County in Brundidge. 

There are also three signees who have 
been designated as “gray shirt” players, 
meaning they have agreed to postpone entry 
to The University until next January and 
count against the 2005 limit of 25 signees if 
there is no scholarship spot available this 
year. These three, who would all be in the 
“Breathe Easy” category, are offensive tackle 
Drew Davis of Sparta Academy in Evergreen, 
wide receiver Marcel Stamps of Brantley, and 
quarterback John Parker Wilson of Birming- 
ham Hoover. 

Additionally, a sure qualifier who is ex- 
pected to report in August and not count 
against this year’s 19 new scholarshipped 
players is strong safety Jake Wingo of 
Tuscaloosa Hillcrest. The son of former 
Bama linebacker Rich Wingo, Jake is eligible 
for a Bryant Scholarship. 

That leaves five players who are in the 
“Questionable to Doubtful” category. Some 
have made significant strides since Signing 
Day last February and could move into one 
of the 19 slots. They are: 

Defensive end Brandon Fanney of 
Hamblen West in Morristown, Tennessee, 
defensive end Kevin Hamilton of Prattville, 
defensive end Jeramie Holifield of Birming- 
ham Hoover, wide receiver Ezekial Knight of 
Randolph County in Wedowee, and wide re- 
ceiver Nikita Stover of Hartselle. 

Daily reports on these five are as volatile as 
some stock market readings—up one day, 
down the next. For instance, the most recent 
information on Stover is that he is very close 
and that it will come down to a couple of 
scores on final examinations. Holifield has 
made excellent progress, but is still considered 
likely to be at Northwest Mississippi 
Community College (where he also signed) in 
the fall. Knight seems to be on course to qual- 
ify, but cannot afford the slightest stumble. 

It is our belief that both Fanney and 
Hamilton will start their post-high school 
careers in junior colleges. 


hile an eye will be kept on those 
who have been signed, it is also 
time for the Alabama coaching 


staff to look ahead. Although late spring ac- 
tivities of Alabama's coaches are not in the 
newspapers (and we're not talking about the 
escapades of former Coach Mike Price that 
made headlines last year), that doesn’t mean 
they are not busy, It is a very important lime 
in the recruiting game. 

Coaches have made earnest evaluations of 
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Careginald Bonner 


over 1,000 videotapes of upcoming senior 
high school football players. Beginning in 
mid-April, and continuing through July, is 
what is known as a “contact/evaluation” pe- 
riod, meaning there can be an exchange of 
information under certain circumstances. 

In recent years a most important aspect of 
recruiting has been college football camps. 
Sometimes the recruiting benefits are post- 
poned, but there is always the possibility 
that the impression made on a youngster 
will pay dividends in the future. That is why 
Alabama will have a camp for second 
through eighth graders June 12-13. A high 
school camp (ninth through 12th) will fol- 
low June 14-16. And team camps will be 
June 17-18. 

The all-important Prospect Mini-Camp 
will be June 19. 

In the past three years, Crimson Tide foot- 
ball signees have included over 40 players 
who were first seen in up close drills in the 
Alabama football camps. 

There is a recruiting myth that the Shula 
staff has wisely chosen to ignore. Because 
some states, notably Florida and Georgia in 
the Southeast, have a greater population 
base than Alabama, there is a belief that 
those states produce better football 
prospects. That is simply not true. Florida 
and Georgia are likely to produce more 
prospects than Alabama because of the pop- 
ulation advantage, but historically no state 
has produced better players than Alabama. 
(The same is true of low population states 
Mississippi and Louisiana.) 

Don't believe it? Miami, Florida and 
Florida State (which rely primarily on 
Florida athletes) together have half as many 
national championships as Bama, which 
builds its teams primarily around the play- 
ers produced by coaches in Alabama's high 
schools. That was the case with this recruit- 
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ing class and will continue to be the focus. 
Of course, the Crimson Tide continues to 
have a high profile nationally and Shula and 
his staff will take advantage of that in seek- 
ing out top players from outside the state. 

Last year Bama was successful in sealing 
off the borders of the state. A handful got 
away (David Brown to Georgia Tech and 
Markus Manson to Florida among them), 
but most of the top prospects in Alabama 
last year are destined to wear crimson and 
white, either this year or in another year or 
two, 


from so-called “recruiting experts” that 

the upcoming year will be a “down year” 
for prospects in the state of Alabama. And 
yet by December each year, the high school 
coaches of the state have produced another 
bumper crop of outstanding players. In the 
past few years some 40 major football col- 
leges have begun to include Alabama in 
their recruiting area. They include 
Michigan, Clemson, Florida, Florida State, 
North Carolina State, Colorado, Louisville, 
Kentucky, LSU, Tennessee, Georgia, Georgia 
Tech, Notre Dame, Nebraska, and Miami 
which have successfully signed Alabama 
prep stars. 

This year we have identified some 50 up- 
coming prep seniors who will be on the re- 
cruiting radar for major colleges. They are: 

Strong safety Rico Albert of Prattville, de- 
fensive end Jerrod Anderson of Prattville, 
defensive tackle Brandon Bates of Tuscumbia 
Deshler, wide receiver Aubry Bell of 
Prichard Blount, wide receiver Montez 
Billings of Pelham, wide receiver Stephen 
Black of Vestavia Hills, offensive tackle 
Dezmon Bone of Huntsville Butler, tight end 
Careginald Bonner of Huntsville, offensive 
tackle RJ. Brisbon of Montgomery Lee, de- 
fensive tackle Wes Brown of Athens, center 
Chris Burkhalter of Ashland Clay County, 
defensive end Brandon Burns of Columbiana 
Shelby County, strong safety Sam Burnthall 
of Decatur, 

Defensive tackle Evan Cardwell of Killen 
Brooks, linebacker Vincent Cobb of 
Montgomery Lee, defensive end Antonio 
Coleman of Mobile Williamson, offensive 
guard Will Crafts of Athens East Limestone, 
offensive guard Clay Dawson of Opelika, of- 
fensive guard Anthony Dunning of 
Coffeeville, offensive guard Andrew Farr of 
Pell City, defensive end Bobby Greenwood 
of Prattville, tight end Charlie Hoke of 
Birmingham Briarwood Christian, corner- 
back Austin Hoyt of Montgomery Trinity 
Presbyterian, offensive tackle Anquez 
Jackson of Fairfield, tight end Michael 
Johnson of Plantersville Dallas County; 

Quarterback Chad Kilgore of Oakman, 
running back Cameron Kirnes of New 
Market Buckhorn, wide receiver Kerry 


| seems as if every year there are reports 
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Major of Gaston, fullback Tyson Marable of 
Wedowee Randolph County, defensive tack- 
le Senderrick Marks of Prichard Vigor, de- 
fensive end Andrew McCain of Birmingham 
Briarwood Christian, running back Maurice 
McCulloch of Russellville, tight end Gabe 
McKenzie of Mobile Davidson, defensive 
end Patrick Pinchon of Danville, cornerback 
Jerraud Powers of Decatur, defensive back 
Cory Reamer of Birmingham Hoover, tight 
end J.R. Sandlin of Tuscaloosa Northridge, 
defensive tackle L.D. Scott of Auburn; 

Offensive tackle Paul Selmon of 
Montgomery Lee, linebacker Rex Sharpe of 
Fairfield, running back Ali Sharrief of 
Stevenson North Jackson, offensive guard 
Andrew Showalter of Opp, linebacker 
Marquino Siler of Charles Henderson of 
Troy, athlete Terrell Smith of Birmingham 
Clay-Chalkville, strong safety Lamarrius 
Stanley of Courtland, offensive guard Colby 
Swaim of Ardmore, tight end Tommy Trott 
of Montgomery Trinity Presbyterian, offen- 
sive guard Will Vickery of Winfield, quarter- 
back Tim Wheeler of Killen Brooks, and de- 
fensive end C.J. White of Wedowee 
Randolph County. 

And as has always been the case, the list 
will change over the next eight months or 
so, some of these dropping down and some 
now considered no more than sleepers moy- 
ing up to blue chip status. 

At this early date, Alabama could be con- 
sidered the leader for the likes of Jerrod 
Anderson, Stephen Black, Dezmon Bone, 
Careginald Bonner, R. J. Brisbon, Evan 
Cardwell, Will Crafts, Chad Kilgore, Tyson 
Marable, Senderrick Marks, Patrick 
Pinchon, and Jerraud Powers. And the Tide 
would be considered in the “Top Two” by 
Montez Billings, Wes Brown, Anthony 
Dunning, Charlie Hoke, Gabe McKenzie, 
Terrell Smith, and Tommy Trott. 


Juwan Garth: 


Good Spring Leads To High Hopes 


by Damon Holt 


Soph expects better things 
from Tide defense and 
from himself this season 


uwan Garth isn’t running [or political 

office anytime soon, notwithstanding 

Alabama Defensive Coordinator Joe 

es’ assertion that Garth “will be governor 
one day.” After a successful spring campaign, 
however, Garth is mounting a campaign to 
be the leader of the Crimson Tide's defense 
in 2004. He and his coalition of returning 
linebackers are the front-runners of Bama’s 
defense. 

“We have a lot coming back at the 
linebacker positions,” Garth said. “We have 
to be the leaders because we're right in the 
middle of everything. We have to help the 
safeties; we have to help the linemen, Coach 
Kines told us that we were going to have to 
be leaders on defense, and | think everybody 
responded well.” 

To make room for the bevy of talented 
linebackers, sophomore DeMeco Ryans will 
make his move to the strongside linebacker 
position permanent. Ryans moved over from 
the weakside when Derrick Pope suffered an 
ankle injury midway through the 2003 sea- 
son. Freddie Roach is back at middle 
linebacker, where he is sharing time with 
2002 starting strongside linebacker Corne- 
lius Wortham. And Juwan Garth is now the 
starter at weakside linebacker, where he 
played both as a back-up to Ryans and as a 
three-game starter last year. 

Garth’s credentials? He earned freshman 
All-SEC honors last season with 51 of his 62 
total tackles coming after the Tide's fifth 
game. Garth entered the linebacking rotation 
alter Pope's injury, and his breakout game 
came against Georgia, where he had 11 tack- 
les (one sack) and picked up a blocked punt 
to score a touchdown, Garth solidified his 
leading role in the spring, staying healthy 
and performing at a consistently high level 
throughout the Tide’s 15 spring practice 
days. 

“Before spring practice started, Coach 
Kines told me that my freshman year is over 
and its time for me to step up and be a lead- 
er,” Garth said. “I felt like | had a great 
spring and | was in all the right places. Last 
year [ got the most improved linebacker 
award, but | feel | progressed even more this 
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spring than I did last year, so it was a good 
one,” 

Kines said, “I thought he grew up a lot this 
spring and matured into the position. He 
didn't have near the missed assignments or 
mistakes that he had in the fall and was a 
real consistent player for us.” 

Garth said a main concentration for his de- 
velopment in the spring was a slight change 
in his playing style, using added strength to 
take on blockers, rather than trying to use 
his speed to run around a block, Garth’s 
weight was just below the 200-pound mark 
last season, but the 6-3 sophomore now 
weighs in at 216, with noticeably more mus- 
cle added to his arms, back and chest. No 
longer is Garth likely to be mistaken for a 
defensive back. And he still has the speed 
that made him a valuable asset on special 
teams. Garth said his 40-time is still in the 
4.5-second range. 

“My speed is my greatest asset,” Garth 
said. “I'm not the strongest guy on the team, 
but I'm not the weakest either. This spring | 
tried to use a combination of both strength 
and speed. | tried to use my strength more, 
and be more aggressive with it. 

“The way | played-using my instinets— 
kind of hurt me at times because | was just 
trying to get there quick. Something Coach 
Kines stressed was me slowing down and 
reading things and just letting it play out.” 


s much as his speed and added 
Ass Garth is known for his in- 

tellect and personality. Both are im- 
portant to the chemistry in the linebacker 
corps. The relationships among the 
linebackers might be considered unusual in 
an age of superstars and big egos. 

“We have fun out there,” Garth said. 
“DeMeco (Ryans) and I are real good friends 
and so are Freddie (Roach) and Corn 
(Cornelius Wortham). On the field we can 
correct each other with no hard feelings, and 
1 think that has a lot to do with achieving 
success. And when we leave the field, we're 
still real close friends.” 

Alabama Head Coach Mike Shula noticed 
an improvement in Garth's game and is look- 
ing for him to make the most out of his 
starting role. Shula said that Garth’s play in- 
directly allowed Wortham to move to his 
more natural middle linebacker spot, creat- 
ing competition at that position. 

“Juwan’s more comfortable with what he's 
doing now,” Shula said. “He's got great 
speed, and his recognition in diagnosing 
plays is better. 

“| think the biggest thing is that he get 
himself in the best shape he can be physical- 
ly and get himself big because he’s going to 
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be taking on a lot of lead blocks from some 
guys weighing close to 100 pounds more 
than he does.” 

Garth has an eye on the future. “I want to 
do better individually than | did last season, 
and not just a little better but a lot better,” 
he said. “I think I did pretty good last season 
but there's always room for improvement, 
whether it be the small things or the big 
things. For me to help my team out as much 
as possible, whether it be playing every snap 
on special teams, whether it be changing po- 
sitions in the middle of the season just to 
satisfy the coaches. It’s just getting better. In 
the off-season I need to get stronger, a lot 
stronger, and maintain my speed.” 

As for the team, he said, “Our motto is we 
have to finish. There are a few games last 
year that we should have finished that we 
didn’t. That could have flipped the record. I 
think everybodys concentrating on finishing 
whether it be finishing one play, finishing 
the quarter or finishing the game, working 
together as a team, because that’s how you 
win—as a team.” 

Garth said Alabama will have a different 
look defensively this year. “I think we puta 
few more things in to try to knock the of- 
fense off-balance,” he said. “We like run- 
ning; coming hard to try to beat the offen- 
sive guy. That's fun, just running around and 
being loose. 1 guess that’s a part of blitzing, 


just having fun and trying to make the tack- 


le. | think everybody out there loves to blitz, 
and J think we're going to shock a lot of peo- 
ple next year. I know a lot of people were 
saying we didn't do it enough last year, but 
this year we're going to shock people. We're 
much more aggressive this spring than we 
were in the middle of the season and that’s a 
big plus. That's what we need, to be aggres- 
sive, that’s what wins games.” 


Se by former Tide Coach Dennis 


Franchione, Garth turned out to be a 
diamond in the rough. Garth gave his 
verbal commitment in the summer before 
his senior year of high school. Garth made 
his decision to commit early partially be- 
cause of the attention he'd received from the 
Bama staff since his sophomore season, and 
partly, he admitted, out of fear that the offer 
might not have been there had he waited. 
“The Alabama coaches were the first ones 
to be interested in me, and | took that into 
consideration,” he said. “They were sending 
me letters beginning my sophomore year. 
When they offered me | talked it over with 
my family and felt like it was the best deci- 
sion for me. 
“L think a little bit of it was me being scared, 
but I don’t have any regrets. I'm happy where 
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I am. If I could change it I would still come 
here, but I would probably experience the re- 
cruiting scene more. But I wasn’t one of the 
four star all-Americans anyway.” 

Garth’s experience made him somewhat 
skeptical of recruiting. 

“You get some of these guys out of high 
school that are four- or five-star all- 
Americans, and then they get here where ev- 
erybody is on the same level they are. They 
kind of hide a little. I'm talking from experi- 
ence. You have to come in and show me 
something on the field, not what's in a maga- 
zine or something.” 

Garth was redshirted as a true freshman in 
2002, but Franchione said he came close to 
playing. “I think 1 was real close to playing 
special teams,” Garth said. “I don’t know how 
close I was to playing on the defensive side of 
the ball. I came in and we had a couple of 
good scrimmages and I wanted to prove that I 
could come out there and play. That was a 
confidence booster for me, not only to let the 
coaches know | could play but it also helped 
me. | think I was real close but I’m glad that I 
didn’t. It worked out better because I got a lot 
stronger and I got better in the off-season.” 


rimson Tide fans can be thankful that 
i Garth had a lot of people fighting over 

him in his first two years at Austin High 
School in Decatur. He gave up basketball his 
freshman year to give football a shot. He had 
not considered playing football until a junior 
varsity coach convinced him to try it. Garth 
said, “I didn’t play the first three games because 
my first day to start playing was like the third 
day of school. I didn’t really get a chance until 
the third game. But from then on I was having 
fun.” His first position was defensive end. 

But that wasn’t the end of Garth's basketball 
career. He rejoined the team as a sophomore 
and led Austin to the state semifinals as a se- 
nior in 2002, averaging 21 points and eight 
rebounds per game. Garth was a finalist for 
the 6A player of the year, but because he was 
a 6-3 post player, Garth didn’t have many 
looks from Division I basketball programs. 

He did keep his flare for the game, and came 
to the attention of many Alabama football fans 
on the basketball court. The conclusion of the 
“Night of Champions” strength and condition- 
ing exhibition in 2003 was a slam-dunk con- 
test on the floor of Coleman Coliseum. Garth 
wowed the crowd with several high-flying ac- 
robatic dunks. Dunking, it turns out, is an art 
that Garth has been working on for a while. In 
addition to his Night of Champions showing, 
he won a dunk contest at a “Hoop It Up” 
three-on-three tournament just before he was 
graduated from high school. 

“That’s something I like doing to play 
around,” he said. “In a dunk contest, I try to 
make things happen.” 

This fall he'll be trying to make things hap- 
pen on the football field. 
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Juwan Garth started three games as a freshman linebacker last season. This fall he is expected to be 
the Bama starter at weakside linebacker. Barry Fikes Photo 
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David Cavan: 


by Greg Wallace 


Upcoming senior tight end 
thinks he can be factor as 
receiver if he is healthy 


he first thing you notice are the scars. 

| David Cavan, wearing bermuda shorts, 

is sitting in a chair inside the newly-re- 

furbished University of Alabama football com- 

plex. Ugly, angry, red twin scars run down the 
knees of the senior tight end. 

The right knee’s scar is fresher, nastier and 
more red, the result of surgery following a 
torn anterior cruciate ligament suffered late 
last season. Its twin on the left leg is older, a 
torn ACL suffered in practice before the 2001 
Independence Bowl. 

Together, they're symbols of what has been a 
difficult career. In three full seasons, Cavan 
has had as many major injuries (four) as re- 
ceptions in an Alabama uniform. 

To Cavan, though, it is a price worth paying 
to play football for the Crimson Tide. 

“Yd much rather do without the injuries, 
but you've just got to fight through them,” he 
said. “It makes you mentally tough.” 
Considering what Cavan has experienced on 
the football field, he might well be one of the 
Crimson Tide's toughest players. 

This fall, Cavan hopes his pain pays off with 
a spectacular senior season that gets him more 
involved in Alabama's offense. He envisions 
2004 as the breakout, pass-catching campaign 
he has waited four years for. 

“I hope I stay healthy all year,” Cavan said. 
“I just want to go out, get back on track—win a 
bunch of games and get to the SEC Champi- 
onship. I really think we can. That's what all 
of the seniors are working for.” 

Cavan has been working for this season his 
whole life. Maybe longer. Football is in his 
blood. His father, Pete, was a halfback under 
legendary Tide coach Paul “Bear” Bryant from 
1975-77. An uncle, Mike, was recently head 
coach at Southern Methodist University. 

Starting in his backyard, Cavan constantly 
soaked up pigskin. 

“I've always loved football,” he said. “When 
| was real little | played in the backyard. The 
first actual league I played in was when I was 
12, a little pigskin league.” 

Even then, Cavan-a running back on offense 
and linebacker on defense-craved contact. 

Pete’s career in insurance took the Cavan 
family to several destinations, including 
Thomaston, Georgia, while David was grow- 
ing up. But his football allegiance never 
changed from the Crimson Tide. 

David remembers watching his father’s old 
game films and trying on his father’s old num- 
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David Cavan has had as many serious injuries (four) as he has had receptions in his Alabama football 


career. The upcoming senior hopes to be an offensive receiving weapon in 2004. 


ber 20 jersey a time or two. But Pete never 
pushed his son into his footsteps. “He told me 
what he did, but he never put any pressure on 
me,” David said. “Whatever | felt like doing, 
that was what he said to do.” 

When David was in the seventh grade, Pete 
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Kent Gidley Photo 


moved the family to Tuscaloosa, where he 
began his own mobile home business. That 
set the stage for David’s solid high school ca- 
reer at tiny American Christian Academy. He 
thrived in American’s wide-open offense, 
catching pass after pass as a receiving tight 
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end. During his senior season of high school 
in 1999, Cavan caught 40 passes for over 700 
yards, attracting Alabama’s attention. 

He signed with then-Coach Mike DuBose in 
2000 and redshirted during Alabama's ugly 3- 
8 fall from grace that cost DuBose his job. 

But Cavan still did plenty of work behind 
the scenes. 

“I got thrown in on second string my first 
game here, and I've played at least second string 
ever since,” he said. “My freshman year | didn’t 
play, | was redshirted, but that was still a big ad- 
justment having to learn everything and basical- 
ly get thrown in the middle of everything.” 


avan didn’t play as a redshirt freshman 

in 2001, but the injury bug found him 

regardless. As Alabama prepared for the 
Independence Bowl, Cavan tore his left anteri- 
or cruciate ligament. That officially sidelined 
him for the victory over Iowa State and 2002 
spring practice. 

That spring and summer, he worked tire- 
lessly and made his way back into the lineup 
for the season-opener against Middle Tennes- 
see State. It was one of his best days; he 
caught his first career touchdown pass, and 
Alabama won. 

Two weeks later, though, he sustained a 
concussion against North Texas. He didn’t 
play again until four weeks later against 
Tennessee and had just one more reception 
that season. 

Last year wasn’t much better. He broke a 
bone in his right wrist in preseason practice 
and doctors were forced to cast the wrist for 
the rest of the season. Cavan played through 
the break and the pain, but it severely ham- 
pered his abilities. 

“At first it was real difficult and frustrating,” 
he said. “Actually blocking was a little easier, 
you always bang up your hands blocking but 
that gave me a little something extra to hit 
them with.” 

For nine games, Cavan fought through the 
break’s effects. His casted wrist held him to 
only two receptions for 10 yards, but he still 
started eight games. 

His season came to a sudden end during a 
38-0 victory at Mississippi State. Cavan, in his 
words, was “washed under” by a Bulldog 
blocker, and his right leg buckled. By the time 
he got to the sideline, he spelled his fate with 
three terrible letters: A-C-L. His right anterior 
cruciate ligament was torn, taking the balance 
of 2003 with it. 

“LT came off the (field and onto the) sideline 
and told (Alabama trainers), ‘l tore my ACL,” 
Cavan said. “It was a weird feeling, but I al- 
ready knew what it was.” 

Of course, his prior experience helped his 
amateur diagnosis. Now, Cavan knows those 
three little letters at least as well as anyone on 
Alabama's roster. 

“It ain't fun,” he said. “It basically feels like 
yowre walking on a boat-and you're walking 
with no stability on it.” 

That injury sunk Cavan’s emotions to an all- 
time low. He just couldn't stay healthy, it 
seemed, 

“I'd made it through eight games with basi- 
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cally no injuries except two-a-days when I 
hurt my wrist, and then that,” he said. “ That 
was the most frustrated I've been since I've 
been here.” 

Cavan drew inspiration for rehabilitation 
from former Tide tight end Terry Jones Jr., 
now with the Baltimore Ravens. Jones worked 
through ACL tears in both knees during his 
career, had a solid senior season, and became 
an NEL draft pick. 

Working out with junior right tackle Wesley 
Britt (who broke his left leg two weeks before 
Cavan hurt his knee) helped, too. 

Watching and rehabilitating also gave Cavan 
a different view on basic concepts. 

“It gives you an appreciation for daily 
things,” he said, “like walking. I’ve had to 


spend a lot of time on crutches while I’ve 
been here.” 

This fall, Cavan wants to run — all over the 
football field. He, Head Coach Mike Shula, 
and Tight Ends Coach Dave Ungerer have 
discussed him taking a much larger role in 
the offense. 

“They have definitely put me as more of a 
factor in there, as long as I'm healthy,” he said. 
“It was a little hard last year with a cast on.” 

if Cavan can stay on the field, a big senior 
season could follow. 

“That's one of my main goals, and I don't see 
any reason why I can't (become a pass-catch- 
er),” he said. “I plan on being a big-time re- 
ceiver this year. As long as I can stay healthy, 1 
don't see any reason why I'm not going to be.” 
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2004 Basketball: 


Reflections 


On Season 
Of Lifetime 


by Kirk McNair 


Tide will have to do it next 
year without Pettway, but 
expectations will be high 


Imost every college basketball 

team—at least every one with a de- 

cent record-ends its season with a 
loss. The exceptions are the national cham- 
pion and the champion of the now very 
minor NIT. But thanks to the NCAA 
Selection Committee looking at the 
schedules of teams before making invita- 
tions, college basketball fans are now aware 
of so-called “quality losses.” 

Alabama’s season ended with a loss, but it 
was certainly in the category of “quality.” It 
came at the hands of eventual national 
champion Connecticut, and it came very 
late in the NCAA Tournament. 

The only bad thing about ending the sea- 
son the way Alabama’s men’s basketball team 
finished 2004 is that next year seems as far 
away as Christmas to a six-year-old. Maybe 
that’s what Bama’s ticket office was thinking 
when it started a campaign in April for new 
season tickets for basketball. 

When things weren't going so well in mid- 
February the world’s ultimate optimist, an 
unknown contributor to the BamaMag.com 
internet site, wrote that he “would be happy 
if Alabama can just make it to the Sweet 16.” 
At the time Alabama had lost six of its previ- 
ous seven games to fall from an 11-4 record 
to a 12-10 mark. The Southeastern Confer- 
ence worksheet had plummeted from 3-1 to 
4-7. And three of Bama’s next four games 
were on the road, including a date at fourth- 
ranked Mississippi State. 

If anyone else was thinking Bama in the 
Sweet 16, he was keeping that information 
to himself. Not even Mark Gottfried, Ala- 


Mark Gottfried may have done the best coach- 

ing job of his career in leading the Crimson Tide 

to the region finals of the NCAA Tournament. 
Kent Gidley Photo 
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One reason Alabama's 2004-05 basketball team will be highly-ranked in pre-season is the return of starting players (left to right) Leading scorer Kennedy 


Winston, top three-point shot-maker Earnest Shelton, shot-block leader Jermareo Davidson, and top rebounder Chuck Davis. 


bama’s head coach, honestly could have vi- 
sualized Alabama in the NCAA Tournament, 
much less as a tournament game winner. 
And certainly not a team that would go 
deeper into NCAA Tournament territory 
than any of the previous 16 Crimson Tide 
teams selected for the national champi- 
onship tournament. 

While history is part of it, memory would 
play a role in having low expectations of this 
Bama squad. It was just two years ago that 
Alabama swept through the SEC, then was 
bounced by Kent State in the second round. 
A year ago, with essentially the same team 
that had won the 2002 SEC title and a team 
that had held the nation’s number one rank- 
ing in December, Bama was the national flop 
of the year, including falling in the first 
round of the NCAA Tournament to Indiana. 


ow much more enjoyable it was this 
season, and Gottfried was obviously 
enjoying himself in early April as he 
recited the glory that was Crimson Tide bas- 
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ketball in 2004. From a team which Gott- 
fried declared last summer had “no 
strengths,” through the most difficult sched- 
ule in the nation, this Bama team set a new 
standard for Alabama basketball. 

And while many of the key members of 
the Tide team that went 20-13 and reached 
the Elite Eight of the NCAA Basketball 
Tournament will return next year, there was 
no question that a sell-out crowd knew it 
was saying thanks and goodbye to the heart 
and soul of the squad. Antoine Pettway re- 
ceived three post-season awards and at least 
that many standing ovations at the annual 
Alabama Basketball awards reception spon- 
sored by the Tuscaloosa Tipoff Club. 

Pettway, a point guard who walked on at 
Alabama, was winner of the Guy Lee Turner 
Award, given to the team’s best defensive 
player; the award for most steals in the sea- 
son (67); and the award as the team’s assist 
leader (3.5 per game). 

Sophomore post player Chuck Davis was 
honored for leading the team in field goal 
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percentage (51.4 per cent) and as winner of 
the Jerry Harper Rebounding Award (5.9 per 
game). 

Freshman post player Jermareo Davidson 
won the award for leading the team in 
blocked shots (46), sophomore wing player 
Kennedy Winston for being tops in scoring 
(17.1 points per game in all games, 18.9 
points per game in SEC games), junior wing 
player Earnest Shelton for best free throw 
percentage (82.4 per cent), and senior wing 
Emmett Thomas for best three-point field 
goal percentage (45 per cent all games, 43.8 
per cent in SEC games). 

Sophomore wing player Evan Brock was 
presented the Hustle Award for his work in 
practice and games, while freshman guard 
Justin Jonas was winner of the Hayden Riley 
Scholarship Award. 

Scholarship was almost as prominent as 
athletic achievement in the program. All 
four seniors—Pettway, Thomas, guard 
Demetrius Smith, and post player Reggie 
Rambo-will be graduated from The Univer- 
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sity in May. Including this group, in the past 
four years Coach Mark Gottfried’s teams have 
had 14 men who have completed their senior 
seasons of basketball eligibility. All 14 have 
earned their degrees. 

Pettway earned Academic All-SEC his se- 
nior season. To make the honor roll, an ath- 
lete must be a sophomore or higher in aca- 
demic standing and have a 3.0 or higher 
grade point average (on a 4.0 scale). 

“Antoine continues to make us proud,” said 
Gottfried, who was an Academic All-SEC 
player himself at Alabama in 1987. “He 
works hard at everything he does, whether 
its on the basketball floor or in the class- 
room.” 

Pettway’s inclusion on the 2004 Academic 
All-SEC Honor Roll brings to 16 the number 
of league academic standouts Gottfried has 
produced at Alabama since his first season six 
years ago as head coach in 1998-99, 

In addition to the players, an award went to 
Brad Shurett, senior manager. 


t was a remarkable season that was revis- 
ited in talk and videotape at the awards 
reception, The team that was picked to 
finish fifth in the six-team SEC Western 
Division had wins over the likes of Wisconsin 


and Charlotte and Oregon in pre-conference 
play, then in SEC competition turned in the 
monumental upset of fourth-ranked Missis- 
sippi State in Starkville as well as sweeping 
Auburn, Arkansas and Tennessee. 

But it was in the NCAA Tournament that 
Alabama became one of the great national 
stories. Alter getting by a very good Southern 
Illinois team, Bama upset number one-ranked 
Stanford and defending national champion 
Syracuse before finally being ousted by even- 
tual national champion Connecticut. 

Bama, which had not been ranked all sea- 
son, was 18th in the final Associated Press 
poll. And for those looking ahead, 2005 Bama 
has been given early rankings as high as 11th 
by ESPN and ninth by Sports Illustrated. 

lt is understandable that Alabama basket- 
ball is a Cinderella story at the national level. 
That's because Bama basketball (and all other 
Alabama sports) have been over-shadowed by 
Crimson Tide football. As one of the Bama 
basketball players said when asked if basket- 
ball could overtake football in importance at 
Alabama, “Not until we win more than 12 na- 
tional championships.” 

But historical Crimson Tide basketball suc- 
cess should not be overlooked. While 
Kentucky is far-and-away the dominant bas- 


ketball team in the SEC, Alabama is second 
to the Wildcats in SEC victories and in SEC 
Tournament record and SEC Tournament 
championships. Only relative newcomer 
Arkansas stands between Kentucky and Bama 
in all-time SEC winning percentage and all- 
time total victories. And Alabama has a win- 
ning record against all SEC squads except 
Kentucky and Arkansas. 

Alabama's 20-13 record marked the 23rd 
time in school history the Crimson Tide had 
reached the 20-win plateau. 

And the 2004 Crimson Tide added to the 
basketball legacy by making it to the Elite 
Eight. Seven previous Bama teams had made 
it as far as the Sweet 16. 

Kennedy Winston and Chuck Davis were 
named to the 2004 NCAA All-Phoenix 
Regional team as voted upon by the United 
States Basketball Writers Association. 

It had earlier been announced that Winston 
was first team All-SEC after being named SEC 
Player of the Week a school record three 
times and that Davidson was a unanimous 
choice for Freshman All-SEC. 

Bama's post-season appearance was the fifth 
for the Tide in six seasons under Gottfried. 

Gottfried concluded, “This team loved a 
hard battle, and I’m very, very proud of them,” 
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Rocky Scelfo: 


Unlikely Journey Ends At Alabama 


by Matt Hooper 


Junior shortstop started 
college career at LSU 


is brother threw a fit when they 
Heesize: call him “Rocky.” Butch and 
lice Scelfo had already christened 
their newest addition to the family as 
Benjamin Joseph, but older brother Nick had 
other ideas. He had just seen the 1976 film 
“Rocky” on television, and he was adamant 
that lite Benjamin Joseph bear the name of 
the movie's hero. 

Ben's parents were understandably reluctant 
to call the little bundle “Rocky.” But continu- 
ing tantrums prevailed. Nick's little brother 
was Rocky. 

“They finally started calling me that to make 
him happy,” the youngest Scelfo remembers. 
“T guess it just stuck.” 

Now 22, Scelfo remembers being a third- 
wheel as a child, following Nick and father 
Butch to the baseball diamond, where Butch 
taught his oldest son America’s pastime. Nick 
found his niche in the game, winding up at 


Kansas State University as a catcher. But Nick 
was not the only one paying attention when 
dad taught baseball. 

Like an apprentice absorbing knowledge 
from his master, Rocky came to know the 
game. And it was no surprise when he decid- 
ed to step up to the plate. 

“Eventually, it was just time for me to start 
playing,” Scelfo recalls. “I just kind of stepped 
right in, like 1 was just doing what | was sup- 
posed to do.” 

Scelfo is still doing what he was supposed to 
do at Alabama, as the starting shortstop for 
the 2004 Crimson Tide. His road to Tusca- 
loosa has meandered through central 
Louisiana, where he played for one of the 
most tradition-rich programs in college base- 
ball, to a tiny junior college in northern 
Florida where he learned to appreciate playing 
for one of the most tradition-rich programs in 
college baseball. 

And Scelfo has managed to find positives in 
every twist and turn that awaited him on that 
road. And now that the path has found its way 
to Tuscaloosa, Scelfo can look back and see 
where once reluctant choices have made all 
the difference today. 

Scelfo began the journey as a five-year-old 
hitting off the tees in Little League ball. He 
was surrounded by kids who shared a dream 
of one day donning the jersey of a major 
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league ball club, and playing on America’s 
biggest stage, a far cry from playing in over- 
grown sandlots in front of small gatherings of 
parents and relatives. 

Grade school saw more Little League, and 
Rocky continued to build a passion for the 
game. As sixth grade approached, the kid who 
had spent much of his young life on the base- 
ball diamond decided he wanted to star on the 
gridiron as well, and football soon became his 
second lave. 

“At first, it was just something we always 
played in the yard; I never really thought any- 
thing about it,” Scelfo remembers. “It was just 
fun to play.” 

Rocky’s skills on the baseball diamond were 
matched by his prowess on the football field, 
and he starred in both sports at Saint Thomas 
More High School in Lafayette, Louisiana. 
And it seemed, if even for a brief time, that 
football had won Scelfo over. 

“Playing football was exciting,” Scelfo said. 
“A lot of my friends played. There was noth- 
ing like a Friday night.” 

As his senior year approached, Rocky con- 
sidered three options: 

He could drop football, and pursue that 
dream of wearing a major league jersey. He 
could drop baseball, and leave behind those 
muggy spring afternoons in Louisiana, when 
he tagged along behind his father and brother 
on his way to the local ball field. Or he could 
follow in the steps of athletes like Deion 
Sanders and Bo Jackson, and try to split time 
between the two sports. 

Several schools, including LSU and Tulane, 
tried to persuade Scelfo to play both football 
and baseball. But Rocky determined he could 
give everything he had to only one sport. 

“| figured my size and shape were more suit- 
ed for baseball, and 1 had been doing it longer, 
so I decided 1 would stick with it,” said Scelfo, 
“Its hard to give 110 percent to two sports.” 


s proof that he had settled on his sport, 
Axe signed to play baseball with LSU 
arly in the recruiting process. The de- 
cision was easy, considering who showed up 
to convince Rocky that LSU was the best des- 
tination. Stanley “Skip” Bertman, Louisiana 
State's athletics director and former coach of 
one of college sports’ greatest dynasties, per- 
sonally recruited Rocky to Baton Rouge. In 18 
seasons as the Tigers’ head baseball coach, 
Bertman accrued an overall record of 870- 
330-3, to go along with five national titles. So 
when Skip called, Rocky listened. 

His first season at LSU happened to be 
Bertman’s last as baseball coach. Scelfo was 
redshirted that year, and didn’t see action until 
a new coach, Ray “Smoke” Laval, was brought 
in to replace the retiring legend. But Rocky 
still had doubts that LSU was the right place 
for him. And a former Crimson Tide pitcher 
helped convince him that Alabama was the 
place to be. 
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“My buddy, Lance Cormier, played for 
Alabama when | was still in high school,” 
Scelfo said of the former Crimson Tide pitch- 
ing star. “And he started talking to me about 
what it was like playing there. Now, | had 
grown up an LSU fan, but the more he told 
me, eventually | knew I wanted to come to 
Alabama.” 

Rocky had seen a jump in playing time with 
the Tigers. As a redshirt freshman in 2002, 
Scelfo played in 47 games for the Tigers, and 
started in 31. He finished the year batting .269 
with two homers and 10 RBI. But still, Scelfo 
felt his potential was not being fulfilled with 
the Tigers. 

“It was just one of those things where [LSU] 
did not need my services at that time, and it 
just didn’t work out for me,” said Scelfo. “But 
playing for LSU was a great experience, I don’t 
regret going there.” 

Transfer rules regarding shifting between 
schools in the Southeastern Conference 
meant that Scelfo would have to sit out a year. 
Scelfo originally decided to spend a season 
closer to his parent's home in Lafayette, by 
playing for Division I-AA Louisiana-Lafayette. 
But academics became a factor, and Rocky 
was forced to take the junior college route. 
That route led to Marianna, Florida, and 
Chipola Junior College. 

“It ended up being a growing experience for 
me,” Scelfo said. “I really started to mature. | 
realized just how fortunate | was to have 
played at a big school.” 

To say that moving from the pinnacle of col- 
legiate baseball to a junior college in rural 
Florida was a step down is an understate- 
ment. For someone who had grown accus- 
tomed to sellout crowds in Baton Rouge, see- 
ing only a handful of people at every game 
took some getting used to, as did adjusting to 
junior college baseball. 

“We might have up to 13 or 14 people come 
out to watch us play, including cats and 
dogs,” Scelfo joked. “The speed of the game 
was much slower. And as far as pitching was 
concerned, your number one guys are proba- 
bly as good as the Friday night guys in the 
SEC, but the bullpen doesn't go as deep.” 

Rocky made the best of a tough situation, 
helping Chipola to the 2003 Panhandle 
Conference championship. He finished the 
season with a .390 batting average, three 
home runs, 37 RBI and 10 stolen bases. And 
now, he was free to return to the SEC, and 
ready to finally witness first hand what Lance 
Cormier had described. 

“Alabama has been the best college experi- 
ence of all,” said Scelfo. “I am privileged to 
play here and to play for Coach [Jim] Wells. 

“This is the greatest group of guys that I've 
ever been around. Everyday | wake up proud 
that can put on that Alabama uniform.” 

Scelfos name is atop a list on the Chipola 
baseball team’s web site, former players who 
have signed with four-year colleges. His foot- 
ball career is behind him, as are his days of 
sweating through practice in the Louisiana 
humidity. And as the Crimson Tide fights to- 
ward the post-season, Scelfo’s goals mirror 
those of his teammates. 
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Rocky Scelfo was a starter at LSU in 2002, but has now made his way to Tuscaloosa where he is the 


starting shortstop for Coach Jim Wells’ Crimson Tide. 


“I just want to help the team as much as 
possible and contribute so we can win 
games,” Scelfo said. “Everyone's goal, especial- 
ly in the SEC is to make it to Omaha. We've 
got a long way to go, but we have a lot of tal- 
ent and we're going to get things rolling.” 

As for his future, Rocky still has that boy- 
hood dream of wearing a big league uniform. 
But his motto is simple: finish school first and 
fulfill those dreams second. 
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“L would like to play pro ball-it would be an 
honor to have that opportunity—but I’m going 
to play here first,” Scelfo said. “I just have to 
see how things work out and if they don’t, 
well, that’s why I’m in school.” 

So for now, the journey has stopped in 
Tuscaloosa, and Rocky Scelfo finally feels he is 
in the right place, learning everything he can 
about the game he loves, preparing for the 
twists and turns on the path ahead. 
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Gymnastics Wrap-Up: 


Rice, Miles Lead Good Tide Effort 


by Andrew Varble II 


Individual award winners 
help Bama to third place 


eana Rice is the Queen of the NCAA 
Gymnastics world. There isn’t such a 
title officially, but the Longwood, 
rida, native won the national All-Around 
title at the NCAA Championships in April in 
storied Pauley Pavilion on the UCLA cam- 
pus. That makes her the best of the best. 

After posting three top-six NCAA all- 
around finishes in her first three years, Rice 
broke through in her final season, posting a 
39.650 to beat out former Olympians as well 
as a past NCAA all-around champ for the 
title, 

“This is why | came to Alabama; to win 
national championships,” Rice said. “I've 
won a team title, and now I've won an indi- 
vidual title. | couldn’t be more excited.” 

In addition to leading Alabama both 
nights of the team competition with match- 
ing all-around scores of 39,650, Rice just 
missed a second NCAA title when she fin- 
ished second on the balance beam by less 
than halfa tenth. 

“These are the kind of performances we've 
come to expect of Jeana,” Assistant Head 
Coach David Patterson said. “With her con- 
sistency and her high level of performance, 
we've gotten a little spoiled. It’s great that 
she is able to go out with this title,” 

In addition to her championship, Rice also 
earned five All-America honors, one each on 
the individual apparatus and in the all- 


around. Those honors push her career total 
to an NCAA record 18 All-America acco- 
lades. The previous record of 17 was held by 
Tide legend Dee Foster and Kentucky's 
Jenny Hansen. 

“There is no better testament to her con- 
sistency than this,” Alabama Head Coach 
Sarah Patterson said of Rice’s record total. 
“And | think it also shows that Jeana is at 
her best in championship settings.” 

Rice finished her career with six 
Southeastern Conference titles, including 
two all-around championships, and seven 
NCAA Regional titles. 

Rice wasn’t the only Tide gymnast to stand 
on top of the awards stands in Los Angeles. 
Sophomore sensation Ashley Miles won two 
national titles, becoming the first Alabama 
gymnast to double up since 1986. Miles won 
the vault and floor exercise in individual 
competition. 

Miles shared the floor title with North 
Carolina freshman Courtney Bumpers, with 
both women scoring a 9.9375, Miles’ win- 
ning vault total, a 9.94375 was a tenth of a 
point better than her winning score from a 
year ago. 

The San Antonio, Texas native becomes 
the first Alabama gymnast to repeat as na- 
tional champion on an event since Dana 
Dobranksy (now the Tide's volunteer coach) 
went back-to-back on the balance beam in 
1992 and 1993, her junior and senior sea- 
son. She is the first Tide athlete to win two 
NCAA titles in a single season since Penny 
Hauschild won the floor exercise and all- 
around title in 1986. 

The NCAA event finals for vault are a little 
different than the rest of the season where a 
gymnast does one vault. To determine the 
individual NCAA title, a gymnast competes 
two vaults and the average score of those 
two vaults makes up the final tally. Miles 


Sarah Patterson’s Post-Season Spine Surgery Is Successful 


scored a 9.975 on her first vault and a 
9.9125 on her second for 9.94375 final 
score. 

The Tide's three individual titles matched 
the program's previous single season best set 
in 1996 when Meredith Willard won the all- 
around, Kim Kelly won the floor exercise, 
and Stephanie Woods won the uneven bars. 


s a team, Alabama pushed its way to 
A: 197.125 tie for third place with 

Stanford, finishing just .05 behind 
Georgia and well behind UCLA. The Bruins 
scored a NCAA Super Six record of 198.075, 
just breaking the previous mark of 198.025 
set by Alabama in 1996, Florida finished in 
fifth place and Utah in sixth. This marks the 
eighth time three SEC teams have finished 
among the final six, the first time since 
1998. 

Alabama’s run at the NCAA Championship 
suffered a blow during Wednesday's practice 
day when junior All-America Shannon 
Hrozek, slated to compete on all four events, 
tripped and slammed into the vault table, 
taking the brunt of the impact on her right 
shoulder. 

Luckily, the extent of the injury was a 
severely bruised shoulder, but it was enough 
to keep her out of everything but the bal- 
ance beam during Thursday's team prelimi- 
nary competition. 

“As every team does, we try to over-pre- 
pare,” David Patterson said. “Shannon tried, 
but she realized she couldn't do vault, floor, 
or bars, and we could have used her on bars. 
She stayed in the back with the trainers, but 
the girls stepped up for her and did a great 
job.” 

Alabama finished the first night in second 
place to UCLA and well ahead of third place 
Utah. Those three teams joined Florida, 
Stanford and Georgia from the afternoon 


have been her most trying. For the better part of a year, 
Patterson experienced the pain associated with a degenerative 
condition in the cervical portion of her spine. 

She learned before the season that she would need surgery, the 
sooner the better. But to her, having surgery before or during the sea- 
son was out of the question, so she put it off until two days after 
Alabama was slated to return from Los Angeles and the NCAA 
Championships. 

Her pain increased as the season went on, but she managed to mask 
it from everyone save her immediate family. Finally 26 hours traveling 
to and from Corvallis, Oregon, pushed her to her limits, The Monday 
after the Tide’s return, seven days before the Tide was to leave for 
NCAAs, she was nearly hospitalized. At that point, she gave up every- 
thing outside of coaching the team during practice. 


S= Patterson's 22nd season as Alabama's head coach may well 
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She wore a neck brace during her trip to Los Angeles and continued 
to wear it except when Alabama was on the floor competing. She 
credits her staff with her ability to make it through the championships 
and continue to coach her team. 

“I have been able to turn all the details over to my staff,” Patterson 
said. “All I've had to do is coach the team and that is how I made it 
through the last three weeks of the season. I am very fortunate to have 
such a wonderful staff.” 

Patterson underwent successful cervical surgery in a 90-minute pro- 
cedure April 20. The operation was performed by Dr. Evan Zeiger. 

“The surgery went according to plan and according to the doctors 
she should have a normal recovery,” said David Patterson, her hus- 
band and assistant head coach. 

The recovery time for such a procedure is generally four to six weeks 
after which she should be able to. resume her normal schedule. 
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Jeana Rice won the individual all-around championship during team competition at this year’s NCAA 
Championships, helping Alabama to a third place finish. Rice, a senior, has an extraordinary record in 


championship competition. 
session to make up the NCAA Super Six 
team finals. 

It quickly became apparent in the finals 
that the race was for second place. Home- 
standing UCLA got off to a strong start and 
never looked back producing the largest 
margin of victory in six years. The middle of 
the field was bunched with Alabama, 
Georgia, Stanford and Florida after two falls 
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in the first rotation all but took Utah out of 
the hunt for second. Alabama had a strong 
showing, but came up just one stuck land- 
ing out of second. 

Still, Alabama continues to build on its 
amazing legacy. This marked Alabama's 15th 
top-three finish and its 21st finish in the na- 
tion’s top six. The Tide’s three individual ti- 
tles push Alabama’s all-time total to 17, in- 
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cluding an NCAA-best five all-around titles. 


nd while the Tide ended up enjoying 

great success at the 2004 NCAA 

Championships, Bama almost didn’t 
go at all. Its a sports cliche that you hear 
most often during postseason press confer- 
ences: 

“We're just happy to be here.” 

Sitting in the pre-meet press conference in 
Los Angeles, every coach gave some varia- 
tion of that phrase in opening comments. 
And while a majority of the nation’s elite 
coaches were just saying what was expected 
of them, for Alabama’s Sarah Patterson the 
utterance was heartfelt and sincere. 

Just two weeks before, with one competi- 
tor left to go at the NCAA West Regional 
Championship, Alabama's 22nd straight bid 
to the NCAA Championships was in serious 
question. Cruising through the meet with a 
comfortable lead, Alabama went to its last 
event of the night, the uneven bars, needing 
to hit five routines out of six to advance to 
win its 20th regional title and advance to the 
NCAA Championships. 

When the Tide’s third competitor, sopho- 
more Dana Filetti fell from the uneven bars, 
things got a bit tighter on the sidelines. Each 
of the next three competitors would have to 
hit her routine. And then, in the fifth spot, 
sophomore Mari Bayer gave Alabama its sec- 
ond fall and now things were really tight. 
Rice was up last, and while she didn’t know 
exactly what she had to have for the Tide to 
advance, she knew she was the difference in 
Alabama going to Los Angeles and staying 
home for the first time in over two decades. 

“I had no idea what I had to score,” Rice 
said. “But I knew I had to go out there and 
do my job for us to have a chance to ad- 
vance, so that’s what I did.” 

The magic score was 9.875. Anything 
lower and Alabama's once-promising season 
was over. For good measure, Rice threw a 
9.9 routine, advancing the Tide and winning 
her third NCAA Regional All-Around title in 
four years in the process. The top two teams 
at each of the six regionals advance and 
Alabama finished second in the West, just 
behind Oklahoma and just .05 ahead of host 
Oregon State. This was only the third time 
in 22 years that Alabama had not won its re- 
gional and at .05 was the closest the Tide 
had ever come to not advancing. 

“Oregon State and Oklahoma were red 
hot,” Sarah Patterson said. “This is what we 
had been talking about for a couple of 
weeks, the intensity level and not losing our 
focus. Going to the championship meet 
never gets old. But we made the road very 
difficult for ourselves.” 

A difficult road that eventually led to great 
success. 
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Alabama Diver Makes A Splash 


by Andrew Varble II 


In her last meet, Bassham 
wins national diving title 


his is the way to go out. On the last 
“Te of her last event at her last NCAA 

Championships, Alabama senior diver 
Lane Bassham went from All-America stand- 
out to national champion. 

At the NCAA Swimming and Diving 
Championships at Texas ASM, Bassham won 
the three-meter diving title by throwing the 
hardest dive in her repertoire as her last dive, 
passing the handful of competitors who had 
been trading the lead. 

Bassham scored 557.75 points to outdis- 
tance second place Mandy Moran of Arkansas 
by more than 15 points. And while the 15 
points provided a wide margin of victory, the 
road to the win was anything but easy. 

An excited Pat Greenwell, in his 17th year 
as the Tide's diving coach, said, “She threw 
the hardest dives out there. It was all or noth- 
ing and she made it. The lead passed back and 
forth between several divers and it came 
down to the last round. Lane threw the high- 
est degree of difficulty, Everyone hit on the 
last round and Lane came out on top. It was 
an incredible performance and an amazing 
way to close out her career.” 

Bassham won the first NCAA title for the 
Tide women in 20 years. The Tide's last cham- 
pionship was Angelika Knipping’s 50 breast- 
stroke win in 1983. Bassham is the first 
woman Tide diver to win a national champi- 
onship. 

“It was like the end of a long journey,” 
Greenwell said. “I really didn't see this for her 
at the start of the season. It was more a matter 
of trying to improve. As the year went by 
though, | began to see that she could be na- 
tional champion.” 

Bassham was Greenwell’s second NCAA 
champion, joining 1998 platform champion 
Brent Roberts. 

Even prior to the three-meter competition, 
it had been a great meet for Bassham. She was 
second off the one-meter board, a mere point 
and a half out of first. 

For much of the three-meter competition, a 
top-three finish looked like the best she could 
do. Bassham was third after the preliminaries. 
Those scores don't carry over to finals, but 
after the first part of the finals competition, 
Bassham was again in third place, trailing the 
leader by six and a half points. From there it 
was a see-saw battle among the top-half of the 
finals contingent, all of whom hailed from 
Southeastern Conference squads. 

Bassham said, “It was an exciting final to 
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It was an exciting time for Alabama diving at this year’s women’s NCAA Championship Meet with 
Lane Bassham winning a national championship and being voted Diver of the Meet, while Coach Pat 


Greenwell was named Coach of the Meet. 


have a lot of the SEC divers and a lot of the 
divers I went to the zone meet to compete 
against. We have a lot of fun doing it. Any day 
it could be any one of us, and that was my day.” 

Including Bassham, six of the eight competi- 
tors in the NCAA three-meter diving finals 
were from the SEC, a fact that had to give the 
Tide ace confidence. She had beaten them all 
earlier in the season. In fact, from the first 
dive of the regular season, Bassham had beat- 
en everyone she faced. She became the first 
Tide diver in history to go through both the 
regular season and the SEC Championships 
undefeated. 

She also became the first Tide diver since 
Barbara Logan in 1981 to win both spring 
board events at the SEC Championships. She 
also became the first female Alabama diver 
since Logan to earn SEC Diver of the Year. 
And Greenwell, who had earned the honor 
four times previously on the men’s side, 
earned his first SEC Women's Diving Coach of 
the Year award. Under his tutelage, Alabama 
divers have earned SEC Diver of the Year 
recognition six times since 1990, 

And Bassham and Greenwell were honored 
again at the NCAA event. Bassham was 
named “Diver of the Meet” while Greenwell, 
who also coached sophomore Crystal 
Rasmussen to All-America honors off the one- 
meter board, was named “Coach of the Meet”. 

“1 thought that might be something I'd 
never attain in my career,” Greenwell said of 
the coaching honor. “It is one of the high- 
lights of my career. It’s a vote of my peers and 
that makes it all the sweeter. I've seen it go to 
a lot of close friends in the diving community 
and I've relished the thought of being a in a 
moment like that. I was particularly excited to 
be able to bring that kind of recognition to 
The University.” 

Winning the national title was Bassham’s 
brightest moment wearing crimson and white, 
but it was far from the only bright spot on her 
Tide resume. As a freshman, the Moultrie, 
Georgia, native was the Tide's lone competitor 
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at the NCAA Championships, taking the Tide 
to 27th place by herself. She would earn eight 
All-America honors during her career and 
finish in the top three in NCAA competition 
three times. 

What makes her Tide career all the more 
amazing is that she had wrist surgery after her 
freshman season which forced her to sit out 
her second year. She returned with a 
vengeance in 2002, winning the SEC three- 
meter title and earning All-America honors off 
both the one and three-meter boards. She also 
earned a berth on the U.S. national team after 
a standout showing at the U.S. Champion- 
ships. As a junior, Bassham finished third off 
the one-meter board at the NCAA meet and 
again earned a spot on the U.S.Team, compet- 
ing in Rome at the ITA Grand Prix, where she 
took fifth off the three-meter board. 

And then she capped her five year Tide ex- 
perience with a national championship. 

“It was a nice highlight at the end of my 
college career,” Bassham said of her title. 
“But I haven't really had time to dwell on it. 
I've had to hit the restart button and focus 
on the next thing.” 

And the next thing is the U.S. Olympic 
Trials. She should be a top contender for the 
U.S. team which will be picked June 7-13 in 
St. Peters, Missouri. 

“T wouldn't say I’m a favorite,” Bassham 
said. “It's the same as NCAAs; it could be any- 
body’s day. But I'm going to give it my best 
shot. 1 think anyone who makes it to the fi- 
nals has a good shot.” 

And alter that, well there's no telling for the 
Tide star. 

“Its kind of difficult to plan anything after 
(Olympic) trials,” Bassham said. “I graduate 
in May but job interviews are tough when you 
have to say ‘Can you wait until maybe 
September for me to start?’ and who is going 
to do that?”. 

But a September start would mean a trip to 
Athens, Greece, and that might make waiting 
for the start of her working career worthwhile. 
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Johns Keeps Up With Old, New 


by Erik Stinnett 


Ex-Bama player still Tide 
fan, but also has rooting 
interest in Florida softball 


mmin. Whats harder to believe: a 57- 
Hoes retiree raising a six-year-old 

daughter or a former two-time All- 
America football player for Alabama rooting 
for the Florida Gators? Bobby Johns doesn’t 
seem old enough for retirement or young 
enough to have a pre-school daughter. And 
there are extenuating circumstances when 
he cheers for the Gators. 

Johns’ life wasn't always so eyebrow-rais- 
ing. Following his playing days at The 
Capstone in the mid-1960s, Johns embarked 
on a 33-year coaching career that led him to 
places like Eastern Kentucky, Valdosta State, 
Tennessee-Chattanooga, Florida State and 
South Carolina. He also spent several years 
coaching at the high school level. 

Some of his fondest memories during that 
time on the sideline were winning a confer- 
ence championship at Eastern Kentucky and 
winning the Carquest Bowl in 1995, South 
Carolina's first-ever bowl victory. He also re- 
calls guiding Erwin High School into the 
state playoffs. 

“But we also had some teams that weren't 
so good that I was still proud of,” Johns 
said. 

Johns’ coaching career might have been 
somewhat shorter had he decided to play 
professional football. He was drafted by the 
Kansas City Chiefs, but the uncertainty in- 
volving the merging of two leagues and the 
Chiefs’ unwillingness to pay a lot of money 
sent Johns in a different direction. 

“It just wasn't for me at the time,” he said. 
“I decided to go back to Birmingham and 
get a high school coaching job.” 

It was while serving as the defensive backs 
coach at South Carolina in 1995 that Johns 
met Karen Sanchelli, a former South 
Carolina catcher who was on the Game- 
cocks’ softball coaching staff. The two fell in 
love, married and were soon on their way to 
Alabama after Karen accepted an assistant 
coaching position with the Crimson Tide 
softball team. She served on the Alabama 
staff from 1996 to 2000, while Bobby con- 
tinued his football coaching career at West 
Alabama in Livingston. 

In 2000, Karen was offered the job as head 
softball coach at Florida. Karen was ready 
and willing to take that next step up the 
coaching ladder. And Johns was ready and 
willing to do whatever he could do to sup- 
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Bobby Johns 


port her. He made the 2000 season, his fifth 
at West Alabama and fourth as head coach, 
his last and called it a career. The family 
moved to Gainesville, Florida, 

While Karen has since been busy building 
up Florida’s softball program, Johns has 
been doing his best to figure out retirement. 
He said he’s just now realizing just how 
much time each day he devoted to coaching. 
“Ivs been hard to adjust to because I’ve been 
a coach all these years,” he said. “I don’t 
hunt, don't fish and don’t golf, so | guess 
that just leaves me with walking around at 
Wal-Mart. Of course, raising a six-year-old 
daughter helps keep me busy.” 

The Johns’ daughter, Kaci, recently started 
playing basketball and Johns said she may 
attend some girls softball camps this sum- 
mer. Traveling, Johns said, is the other regu- 
lar event the family is involved in these 
days, whether its on the road with the soft- 
ball team or less stressful trips to Disney 
World, Johns admits it is a little unusual for 
someone his age to have a daughter so 
young, 

“Most people my age have grandchildren 
the age of my daughter,” he said. “We just 
got started a little late.” 


hat’s probably been more chal- 
lenging for Johns than keeping up 
with the latest grade school fad is 


learning to say, “Go Gators!” “It wasn’t easy 
at first,” Johns said of pulling for Florida. 
“Orange and blue aren't my favorite colors. 
But its worked out.” 

Johns says he still follows Alabama sports 
and still pulls for the Crimson Tide, with the 
exception being when Bama plays Florida in 


softball. 
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“I'm pulling for Coach (Mike) Shula,” said 
the former star defensive back. 

Johns, whose mother still lives in 
Birmingham, tries to make it back to 
Tuscaloosa for at least one football game a 
year. Lack of scholarships, not coaching, is 
what's crimping the program right now, 
Johns said. 

“They've got some good players, but 
you've got to have a number of good play- 
ers,” he said. “They're playing on an uneven 
playing field. | just hope people in Alabama 
are patient with Coach Shula.” 

He remembers a time in Alabama history 
when short-sighted fans were ready to 
nudge Coach Paul Bryant into early retire- 
ment, 

“In 1968, people were saying that Coach 
Bryant was too old to coach,” Johns said. 
“Everybody was ready to turn him out to 
pasture. Then all he did in the ‘70s was be- 
come the winningest coach in America.” 

Johns remembers enjoying his fair share of 
winning under Bryant in the mid-'60s, too. 
Alabama won Southeastern Conference and 
national championships in 1964 and 1965, 
Johns’ first two seasons at The Capstone, 
and the 1966 team should have been the 
Tide’s third straight national championship 
squad. A 10-10 tie between higher-ranked 
Notre Dame and Michigan State, however, 
left SEC champ Alabama uncrowned despite 
a perfect 11-0 record. 

“We got cheated out by Notre Dame,” said 
Johns, who was named an All-America that 
year after intercepting four passes, returning 
two for touchdowns. “People ask me why I 
don't like Notre Dame. Well it's because they 
won the national championship with a tie, 
while we went undefeated and were the de- 
fending national champions. Nobody had 
ever won three national championships in a 
row, and I guess people didn’t want Coach 
Bryant to be the one who did.” 

Does the snub still bother Johns? 

“It did for a long time, but I guess I’m over 
it now,” he said. “I guess coaching kind of 
helps take that hurt away.” 


robbed of a national championship, 1965 

was the season Alabama earned a nation- 
al championship almost without knowing it 
was doing so. 

“We lost our first game to Georgia that 
season, and we were pretty down,” Johns 
said. “But Coach Bryant kept telling us that 
we still had a chance to win the national 
championship. We were like, ‘Yeah, sure.’ 
Back then, you couldn't afford to lose your 
first game and expect to win a national 
championship. But we kept winning. 

“We got up to like number five in the na- 
tion heading into the bowls, and all the bowl 
games played out just like we needed them 


I: 1966 was the season Alabama got 
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Bobby Johns was a two-time All-America and played on Alabama football teams that won two national 


championships and three Southeastern Conference titles. 


to. We played the last bowl game that year, 
and right before we went out there, Coach 
Bryant told us what teams had lost and that 
we were now playing for the national cham- 
pionship.” 

The news evidently fired up Johns and his 
teammates as they went on to beat Nebraska, 
39-28, claim the crown, and set the stage for 
that perfect 1966 campaign. Johns finished 
the 1965 season with six interceptions. 

“Bobby was one of those players who had a 
passion for the game,” said former Alabama 
teammate Ray Perkins. “He was a hard work- 
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er, he was smart, and he was just a good play- 
er. I'm sure those same things allowed him to 
be a good coach, too. In fact, it didn’t surprise 
me at all that he went into coaching and was 
successful. I think a lot of Bobby.” 

Johns joked that Alabama was “awful” his 
senior year. Compared to the three previous 
seasons, it probably did indeed feel that way 
to some Tide players. Alabama went 8-2-1, 
failed to win the SEC championship, and lost 
the Cotton Bowl to a Gene Stallings-coached 
Texas A@M squad. Johns, however, did add 
one more interception to his career total that 
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season en route to earning All-America status 
for the second consecutive year. 

“It was a big honor,” Johns said of being 
named an All-America, “but | played on some 
really good defensive teams. It was like they 
pretty much had to put at least one of us on 
that team.” 


nother big honor for Johns was just 
A: privilege of playing for Coach 
Bryant. 

“Coach Bryant was great to play for,” he 
said. “Like a lot of people have said, he was 
one of those guys you feared, but, at the same 
time, you wanted to please him.” 

The recent television movie, The Junction 
Boys, brought back a few memories for Johns. 

“It was a little strange because when I first 
started watching it, it was like, ‘No, it wasn’t 
anything like that,” Johns said. “Then the 
more I watched it, it was like, ‘Yeah, that real- 
ly is kind of how it was.’ Coach Bryant was 
tough and demanding, but we were able to 
see the results when we got into SEC play. 
Coach Bryant did the ultimate job of prepar- 
ing you.” 

Not only did he prepare his players, he also 
knew them. That came as a little bit of a sur- 
prise to Johns in 1965. 

“It was the week before the Georgia game, 
and | really thought Coach Bryant didn’t 
know my name because I was only a sopho- 
more,” Johns said. “With Coach Bryant, you 
didn’t try to get real close to him. Anyway, 
one day Coach Bryant and another man were 
walking down the same side of the street that 
I was on. I debated on whether to cross the 
street and avoid him or keep walking and see 
if he knew who I was. I kept walking and 
sure enough he called me by my name when 
we passed each other.” 

When Coach Bryant decided to institute 
some awards for spring football practice in 
1971, one of the first was the Bobby Johns 
Most Improved Defensive Back Award. 

As Johns pointed out, hearing Coach 
Bryant say a player's name in a positive man- 
ner was truly something to cherish. Even if it 
wasn’t said directly to that player. 

“I remember every Sunday afternoon all of 
us players would gather together to watch the 
Coach Bryant Show just to hear what he 
would have to say and if he mentioned one of 
our names,” he said. 

Johns was heavily influenced by the leg- 
endary coach once he got into the coaching 
ranks. And he wasn’t alone. 

“I noticed that a lot of people I coached 
with—people like Bobby Bowden and Brad 
Scott-had some of Coach Bryant in them,” 
Johns said. “In fact, there were a lot of coach- 
es who hadn't played for Coach Bryant who 
were still influenced by him. Whether it was 
first-, second-, third-, or fourth-hand, Coach 
Bryant had some kind of impact on a lot of 
people in football.” 

Never doubt Bobby Johns still bleeds crim- 
son and white. Even if there is a little Gator 
orange and blue mixed in. 

“Pm still an Alabama fan,” he said. 
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Guillon Wins Award 

Did anyone notice that Mark Guillon is the 
inaugural winner of the Bart Starr Most 
Improved Quarterback Award this spring? 
Probably Mark Guillon. Certainly Mike Shula. 
Maybe Sylvester Croom. Possibly Bart Starr. 

Guillon’s honor wasn't revealed with the rest 
of the annual spring award winners at the 
conclusion of the A-Day Game. That's because 
Bart Starr's name was on the Commitment To 
Excellence Award. Previ-ously, Sylvester 
Croom’s name had been on that award. 

Although it was a “much ado about noth- 
ing” story in a slow time of the year after the 
Alabama basketball team’s fabulous run to the 
Elite Eight of the NCAA Tournament, it was 
enough to result in a number of columns 
(none fayorable to Alabama Head Coach 
Mike Shula, who made the decision to 
change the name of the award) and a few re- 
treats. In the end, Shula said he had made a 
mistake, restored the Croom name to that 
award, apologized to Croom both personally 
and publicly, and named a new quarterback 
award alter Starr, 

Shula’s original “thinking” had been he did 
not want an award named alter a competing 
Southeastern Conference head coach, 
“However,” Shula said in his apology, “we 
need to fully recognize and value the deep 
feelings of all our players about their years 
and contributions to our great University.” 


Stadium, Coliseum Progress 

At its April 15 meeting in Huntsville, the 
University of Alabama Board of Trustees gave 
its approval of a $40 million preliminary bud- 
get for the expansion of Bryant-Denny 
Stadium, which would add approximately 
9,000 seats, up to 27 new skyboxes, and im- 
prove stadium lighting and sound. A $23.8 
million expansion of Coleman Coliseum was 
also approved in committee. 

“The coliseum is 36 years old,” Athletics 
Director Mal Moore said. “This building des- 
perately needs a new look, and it'll be fan- 
friendly when it’ all done. 

“As far as the stadium, we have demand 
for tickets, and we've done surveys on the 
new boxes and have determined that the 
market is there.” 

There is no definite timetable, but work is 
expected to begin on the coliseum this sum- 
mer and on the stadium following the season. 


Baseball Fireworks 

For the most part, Alabama's 2004 baseball 
team has fizzled. But for one afternoon, the 
Crimson Tide was hotter than a Fourth of 
July fireworks display. And it couldn't have 
come al a better time for Coach Jim Wells’ 
struggling Bama team. 

On Sunday, April 18, 12th-ranked Auburn 
was looking for its first three-game sweep of 
Alabama since the Bicentennial celebration in 
1976. Instead, it was Bama that sizzled. 

The Crimson Tide scored 15 runs in its 
final four at-bats to cruise to a 19-0 win over 
Auburn, handing its arch-rival the most-lop- 
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sided loss in the 234-game series which dates 
back to 1896. 

Alabama rocked nine Auburn pitchers for 
19 runs and 20 hits in posting the most deci- 
sive shutout loss over Auburn in series an- 
nals, The Crimson Tide bettered a 17-0 win 
over the Tigers in 1950. 

Junior second baseman Allen Rice collected 
four hits and scored a career-high four runs 
in leading Alabama to the win. Junior first 
baseman Zac Welch added three hits and a 
career-high five runs batted in as the Tide 
recorded an SEC season-high 20 hits against 
the Tigers. 

Junior left hander Taylor Tankersley 
breezed through the Auburn batting order, al- 
lowing only three hits and one walk in eight 
innings of work. He struck out a career-high 
12 batters and faced just two over the mini- 
mum for his first SEC win of the season. In 
six career appearances, Tankersley is 3-1 with 
two saves against the Tigers. He had one win 
and two saves as a freshman in 2002 and was 
the winning pitcher in a 7-5 SEC Tournament 
victory last year. 

Auburn managed only five base runners in 
the game and did not puta runner on second 
base until two outs in the eighth inning. 
Brent Carter retired all three batters he faced 
in the ninth, with one strikeout. 


Select Selection 

Alabama volleyball junior Erin Heffner was 
chosen to participate as a member of the 
“USA Select Team” at the European Spring 
Cup 2004 tournament on May 5-16 in Brno 
of the Czech Republic. 

Heffner, a first-team All-SEC and honorable 
mention All-America honoree last season, be- 
comes the most recent Crimson Tide volley- 
ball player to gain international playing expe- 
rience during the off-season. Alabama has 
had several players in the past few years par- 
ticipate in international club competitions. 
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In May, 1979, a new magazine Tolled off 
the presses. The experiment was a college 
publication, the inaugural issue of "BAMA, 
INSIDE THE CRIMSON TiDE. On the cover of} 
Volume 1, Number 1 was Alabama Head 
Football Coach Paul “Bear” Bryant with the 
national championship trophy his team had 
won the previous year (and would win 
again in 1979), 

Those two national titles probably didn’t 
hurt our chances for success. But who 
could have dreamed we would now be cele- 
brating our Silver Anniversary—25 years of 
‘BAMA, 

Thanks for your help. 


“This is a tremendous opportunity for 
Erin,” said Coach Judy Green. “She will get to 
play volleyball with some of the best players 
in the United States against some of the best 
competition in Europe. This experience is 
one that will not only broaden her volleyball 
experience but also allow her to see another 
part of the world.” 

The Bama standout and her United States 
teammates will travel to the Czech Republic 
on May 5 and will enjoy three days of train- 
ing and sighteeing in Prague before beginning 
official competition on May 9. The USA 
Select Team will play six or more matches 
against a selection of 11 European National 
Teams including squads from the Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Austria, 
Sweden, Azerbaijan, Estonia and Finland. 


Women’s Basketball Awards 

No one would suggest a season in which 
the Alabama women’s basketball team failed 
to make the NCAA Tournament is a good 
one, but there were achievements. Those suc- 
cesses, as well as future challenges, were fea- 
tures of the annual awards banquet, spon- 
sored by the booster club, the Fastbreakers. 

Head Coach Rick Moody presented All- 
Southeastern Conference awards to Monique 
Bivins (second team) and Kate Mastin 
(Freshman All-SEC). 

Team awards were selected by the players. 
They are: 

Team captains Oreal Taylor and Manisha 
Redus; scholar-athlete Katie Sipe; most im- 
proved Kate Mastin; Shelly Pyles Hustle 
Award Manisha Redus; and Dottie Kelso 
Inspirational Award Leah Drury. 

Seven members of the team were selected 
for the SEC Academic team. They are: 

Senior Oreal Taylor (3.63, Human 
Development/Family Studies), juniors Katie 
Sipe (3.76, Restaurant & Hospitality 
Management) and Krystle Johnson (3.00, 
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Math), sophomore Dee Merriweather (3.21, 
General Health Studies) and redshirt fresh- 
men Leah Drury (3.39, Sports Fitness 
Management), Lauren Hill (3.41, Biology) 
and Kate Mastin (3.48, Pre Business). 

The Crimson Tide has produced 52 all-time 
Academic All-SEC selections, including 45 
during Moody’s 15-year tenure at the 
Capstone. 

Moody said, “We pride ourselves on not 
only recruiting the top athletes on the court 
but also the most committed students in the 
classroom. This years group of honorees is a 
perfect example of that dedication and com- 
mitment. This honor is also a reflection of the 
hard work and commitment provided by our 
academic support staff, in particular Barbara 
Davis, and Assistant Coach C.C. Moorer, who 
is primarily responsible for keeping up with 
our team's academic progress.” 


Imwalle Awarded Postgraduate Scholarship 

Alabama soccer player Lauren Imwalle has 
been named the 2003-04 Southeastern 
Conference Female Scholar-Athlete of the 
Year and winner of the H. Boyd McWhorter 
Scholarship. The awards will be formally 
presented to Imwalle and the men’s winner, 
Auburn diver Caesar Garcia, at the annual 
Awards Banquet at the league's spring meet- 
ing in Destin, Florida, June 3. 

Imwalle was chosen by a committee of 
Faculty Athletics Representatives from SEC 
universities. She will receive a $10,000 post- 
graduate scholarship. 

“The H. Boyd McWhorter Scholar-Athlete 
Award is the highest honor a student-athlete 
can receive in the Southeastern Conference,” 
said SEC Commissioner Mike Slive. 

Imwalle becomes the fifth Alabama athlete 
to win the award and the second consecutive 
Crimson Tide athlete to be honored. Bama 
gymnast Kristin Sterner was the 2003 female 
recipient. 

A senior from Cincinnati, Ohio, Imwalle 
majors in Biology with a minor in Spanish. 
She was a 2003 second-team All-SEC selec- 
tion as a defender. She was second on the 
team in minutes played with 1,542. 

“This is one of the most prestigious honors 
bestowed on an SEC athlete and I'm extreme- 
ly proud of Lauren's scholarship and athleti- 
cism,” Coach Don Staley said. “Lauren has 
been a leader in the classroom and the com- 
munity for us during her four year career and 
she has left her mark as a student-athlete 
within our program.” 

A three-year starter, Imwalle was also a 
member of the 2002 SEC Good Works Team 
and a two-time Defensive MVP of the 
Crimson Tide. 

Academically, she is a member of the 
school’s Dean’s List and has earned a 
Presidential Scholarship. Imwalle is a Phi 
Beta Kappa, a member of the SEC Academic 
Honor Roll, and a two-time member of the 
CoSIDA Academic All-District squad. 

She also serves as a member of the Student- 
Athlete Advisory Board at Alabama, helping 
to coordinate community service projects 
such as Project Angel Tree, clinics, public ap- 
pearances, fundraisers, special events and 
banquets. She has spoken at local elementary 
schools and soccer clinics. 

“Its an honor to be recognized along with 
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Don’t Make A Move Without Telling Us 


Historically, a number of our subscribers change addresses at the beginning of summer. The 
next issue of "BAMA, the August issue, will be mailed in late July. If you are going to have an 
address change, please let us know so you do not miss an issue. We cannot guarantee that we 
will be able to replace missed issues of BAMA when we have not been notified of a change of 
address. The Post Office provides special post cards for address change, or you can send ts 
your old and new addresses to PO. Box 866104, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054, or FAX them to 
(205) 345-1260, or telephone 1-800-713-2261. Also let us know if you have a new e-mail 
address. 

This is also a time when a number of subscriptions are due for renewal. We make every ef- 
fort to remind you with a card, but you may want to take a moment to check the status of 
your subscription by looking at your mailing label. 

On the magazine address label, above the name, is a set of numbers that is the account 


number followed by the expiration date. 
An example of iofoemanion ona label: 
(accl. #) 
845737BM 
I M WINNER 
12 NATTIONAL CHAMPIONS ST 
TUSCALOOSA AL 35401-2423 
ZIP+4) 


(expiration date) 
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idents), 


all the other nominees, and then to win the 
award is even more amazing,” Imwalle said. 
“I'm grateful to the SEC and The University of 
Alabama for recognizing me with this presti- 
gious honor. I'm extremely grateful for every- 
body in The University of Alabama Academic 
Center and in the athletics department.” 

Lauren has been accepted at the University 
of Cincinnati's School of Medicine. 

Previous winners from Alabama in addition 
to Imwalle and Sterner are gymmast Meredith 
Willard in 1997, baseball player Jeff Lauben- 
thal in 1992, and gymnast Julie Estin in 1987. 

In addition, 11 other male and female final- 
ists for the McWhorter SEC Scholar-Athlete 
of the Year Award each will receive a $5,000 
scholarship. Among them is Alabama track 
and field man Brian Rohrer. 


No-Hitter Not Good Enough 

Stephanie VanBrakle, Alabama's sophomore 
softball star, had something of a negative 
achievement in a game against 22nd ranked 
Georgia Tech in Atlanta in mid-April. She 
pitched a no-hitter...and lost. 

In a feat rarely seen, both the 13th-ranked 
Crimson Tide and the Yellow Jackets each 
fired no-hitters. But the Tide came out on the 
short end of a 1-0 score. 

The Jackets were able to scratch the game's 
lone run across on a walk, stolen base, sacri- 
fice and an advance home on a double steal 
attempt for a 1-0 lead. 

The no-hitter was Alabama’ fourth of the 
season and VanBrakle’s second. The Tech no- 
hitter marked only the second time in history 
that Alabama has been no-hit. In 1997 
Arizona no-hit the Tide. 

VanBrakle struck out eight 

However, that performance, along with her 
play against South Carolina the following 
weekend, earned her the SEC Player of the 
Week honor. Against the Gamecocks she was 
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If your subscription has expired, or if it is nearing renewal time, you may call VISA or 
MasterCard credit card orders to 1-800-713-2261. Mail checks to "BAMA, P.O. Box 866104, 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054, A subscription is $35 per year (plus $2 sales tax for Alabama res- 
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our-for-eight with two home runs and five 
runs batted in as the Tide took two of three 
from 24th ranked South Carolina. 


Court Stulf 

In seemingly never-ending legal maneuver- 
ings directly or indirectly involving Alabama 
athletics: 

The 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals up- 
held a lower court's dismissal of former 
Alabama Head Football Coach Mike Price's 
$20 million defamation and wrongful termi- 
nation suit against The University and 
President Dr. Robert Witt. In a nutshell, the 
court said since Price hadn't signed the seven- 
year, $10 million contract he had been of- 
fered by The University, he didn’t have a con- 
tract. Price still has suits pending against Witt 
as an individual and against Sports Illustrated, 

Kenny Smith of Stevenson, a former prospect 
of both Alabama and Tennessee, and his family 
filed a multicount lawsuit against the NCAA 
and Tennessee Coach Phillip Fulmer (among 
others) alleging libel and defamation. The $40 
million suit claims a conspiracy “to get the 
Alabama football program.” The suit was filed 
by the same legal team representing former 
Alabama assistant coaches Ronnie Cottrell and 
Ivy Williams against the NCAA and others 
seeking $60 million. 

The Cottrell-Williams suit no longer in- 
cludes former Alabama Faculty Chairman of 
Athletics Gene Marsh and former Alabama 
Associate Athletics Director for Compliance 
Marie Robbins as defendants and attorneys 
for both sides have indicated Marsh and 
Robbins will now testify on behalf of Cottrell- 
Williams. 

Motions-including motions to dismiss—are 
being heard in the case of the United States 
against former Alabama booster Logan Young 
in Memphis, If the case ever goes to trial it is 
not expected to be soon, 
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Baseball 
Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UofA Opp 
4+ New Orleans 
2 New Orleans 
12 New Orleans 
3 @Jacksonville State 
6 Cincinnati 
12 Cincinnati 
3 Cincinnati 
13. SE Louisiana 
6 SE Louisiana 
8 SE Louisiana 
5 UAB 
Centenary Gent Classic 
(Fairgrounds Field, Shreveport) 
1 Louisiana Tech 6 
12 Centenary 0 
| Kansas State 2 


— 
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Southern Miss 

SE Missouri State 
SE Missouri State 
SE Missouri State 
@ Bham Southern 
@ Georgia 

@ Georgia 

@ Georgia 
Morehead State 
Mississippi 
Mississippi 
Mississippi 

@ South Alabama 
@ Arkansas 

@ Arkansas 

@ Arkansas 
Louisiana Tech 
Vanderbilt 
Vanderbilt 
Vanderbilt 

@ UAB 

Auburn 

Auburn 

Auburn 

Samford 

@ So. Carolina 

@ So. Carolina + 
@So, Carolina 1 (10) 
Apr 28 Miss. Valley State 6:30 
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Apr30 @LSU 6:30 
May 1 @LSU 2:00 
May 2 @LSU 1:00 
May 7 Florida 6:30 
May 8 Florida +:00 
May 9 Florida Noon 

May 12 Centenary 6:30 


May 14 @Kentucky 6:30 ET 
May 15 @Kentucky 2:00 ET 
May 16 @Kentucky Noon ET 
May 21 Mississippi State 6:30 
May 22 Mississippi State 4:00 
May 23 Mississippi State 2:00 
May 26- SEC Tournament 
May 30 (Hoover, Alabama) TBA 
June 4- NCAA Regional 
June 6 (Campus Sites) TBA 
June 11- NCAA Super Regional 
June 14 (Campus Sites) TBA 
June 18- College World Series 
June 28 Omaha, Nebraska TBA 


All Times Central unless noted. 
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Softball 

Date/ Opponent Time/ 

UofA Opp 

Stanford Spring Classic @ Palo Alto 

1 Stanford 4 

2 San Jose State 0 

2 Stanford i 

5 San Jose State 0 
Bama Bash 

8 Lipscomb 0 

2 Eastern Kentucky 1 

5 Albany 1 

12 Albany 0 

7 Lip scomb 0 


Palm Sprin 5 (Calif.) Classic 

5 Northwestern 1 

3 U.S, Olympic (exh) 11 

0 Arizona 5 

2 Pacilic 3 

Feb. 22. Cal-Fullerton Cned rain 
Frost Classic @ Chattanooga 


6 Bulfalo 3 

5 Tennessee Tech 0 

8 North Texas 0 

6 Marshall 0 

1 Wisconsin 0 

9 Chattanooga 0 

8 Samford 0 

8-4 @ Arkansas (2) 3-2 

7 @ Arkansas ! 

10 Jacksonville State 4 

4-5 Tennessee (2) 34 

2 Tennessee 1 

4+ Tulsa 0 

10 Alabama State 0 

9 @ Kentucky 3 

5-14 @ Kentucky (2) 75 

3-3 Florida (2) 4-2 

1 Florida 5 

2-6 LSU (2) 6-9 

7 LSU (Fox TV) 10 

9-8 @ Mississippi (2) ae 
8 @ Mississippi 

10-6 @ Mississippi St (2) 0- 3 

5 @ Mississippi St 10 

0 @ Georgia Tech ] 

8 Bham-Southern 3 

1-6 So Carolina (2) 3-5 

5 So Carolina (Fox TV) 2 

0-2 @ Auburn (2) 43 

6 @ Auburn 3 

Apr 27 @Bham Southern 7:00 

May lL Georgia (2) 1:00 

May 2 Georgia 1:30 


May 8 @Maryland (2) — 1:30 
May 13- SEC Tournament TBA 
May 16 @ Tuscaloosa 
May 20- NCAA Regional TBA 
May 23 (Campus Sites) 
May 27- College World SeriesTBA 
May 31 @ Oklahoma City, Okla. 


Men's Outdoor Track 


Date Event 
Mar 18- Alabama Relays 
Mar 21 @ Tuscaloosa 
Apr 2- So Florida Invite 
Apr3 @ Tampa 
Apr 10 Sun Angel Classic 
@ Tempe, Ariz. 
Apr 16- Mt. SAC Relays 
Apr 17 @ Walnut, Calif. 
Apr 22 Drake Relays 
Apr 24 @ Des Moines 
May 1 @ Ole Miss Open 
May 13- SEC Championships 
May 16 @ Oxford, Miss. 
May 28- NCAA Regional 
May 29 @ Baton Rouge 
June 9- NCAA Championships 
June 12 @ Austin, Texas 
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2004 Alabama Spring Sports Results 


Men’s Tennis 


Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UofA _Opp 
5 Samford 2 
7 Jacksonville St 0 
7 Troy State 0 
6 Furman i 
1 @ Ohio State 6 
3 @ South Florida 4 
6 @ Central Florida 1 
4+ Middle Tennessee 3 
3 @ Mississippi 4 
3 @ Mississippi St 4+ 


Blue-Gray Invite @ Montgomery 
+ William & Mary 
0 North Carolina 
1 Boise State 


@ South Carolina 
@ Florida 
Vanderbilt 
Kentucky 
Rice 
Arkansas 
LSU 
Alabama-B'ham 
B’ham-Southern 
Auburn 
@ Georgia 
Tennessee 
SEC Championships @ ati 
0 LSU 
May 15- NCAA Regional 
May 16 @ TBA 
May 22- NCAA Championships 
May 31 @ Tulsa, Okla. 
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Men's Golf 


Date Event Result 


Jan 31- Gator Invitational 


Feb 1 @Gainesville Sth of 15 
Feb 9- Tulane Invitational 
Feb 10 @New Orleans 4th of 9 
Mar l- Cleveland Classic 
Mar2 @Los Angeles 9th of 17 
Mar 12- Conrad Rehling Invite 
Mar 14 @O?lColony = Istof 13 
Mar 29- Atlanta Intercollegiate 
Mar 30 @ Atlanta 8th of 12 
Apr 3- Augusta State Invite 
Apr+ @ Augusta, Ga.11th of 18 
Apr 16 SEC Championships 
Apr 18 @Sealsland,Ga. 11th 
May 20- NCAA Regional 
May 22 TBA 
June 1- NCAA Championships 
June + @ Hot Springs, Va. 


Women’s Tennis 
Date/ Opponent Time/ 
UofA Opp 
+ Louisville 3 
@ Harvard 
@ Miami 
Florida State 
@ Houston 
SMU @ Houston 
@ Rice 
Georgia 
@ Tennessee 
Mississippi 
Mississippi State 
Michigan 
South Carolina 
Florida 
@ Vanderbilt 
@ Kentucky 
@ Arkansas 
@LSU 
Marquette 
@ Auburn 
4 South Alabama 
SEC Championships @ Nashville 


ne 
i) 


wunuwwont $HeU tN Fe 
weeny Un eHow wnuwonow vi 


4 Auburn 0 
2 Vanderbilt + 
May 14- NCAA Regional 
May 16 @TBA 


May 20- NCAA Championships 
May 29 @ Athens, Ga. 


Women’s Golf 


Date Event Result 

Feb 9- Tulane Invitational 

Feb 10 @ New Orleans 5th of 9 
Feb 22- Saguaro Classic 
Feb, 24 @ Tucson, Ariz. 
Mar 5- Cleveland Classic 

Mar 7 @Baton Rouge 6th of 17 
Mar 12- Lady Gamecock 
Mar 14 @ Columbia, SC 8th of 11 
Mar 26- Liz Murphey Classic 
Mar 28 @ Athens, Ga. 17th of 18 
Apr 16- SEC Championships 

Apr 18 @ Baton Rouge] 0th of 12 
May 6- NCAA Regional 

May 8 @ Howey-in-the-Hills, Fla. 
May 18- NCAA Championships 
May 21 @ Auburn 
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Women's Outdoor Track 


Date Event 
Mar 18- Alabama Relays 
Mar21 @ Tuscaloosa 
Apr3 Crimson Tide Classic 
@ Tuscaloosa 
Apr 8- Sea Ray Relays 
Apr 10 @ Knoxville 
Apr 15- Mt, SAC Relays 
Apr17 @ Walnut, Calif. 
Apr 16 Pomona Invitational 
@ Pomona, Calif. 
Apr 17 Long Beach Invitational 
@ Long Beach, Calif, 


Date Event 


Apr 22- Drake Relays 
Apr 24+ @ Des Moines 
May 1 LSU Invitational 


@ Baton Rouge 


May 8 Orange & Purple Invite 


@ Clemson, S.C. 


May 13- SEC Championships 
May 16 @ Oxford, Miss. 

May 28- NCAA Regional 

May 29 @ Baton Rouge 

June 9- NCAA Championships 
June 12 @ Austin, Texas 
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The very popular "BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK 
will once again be available to Crimson Tide 
fans this summer. This Special Edition, ap- 
proximately 100 pages from the writers and 
photographers of BAMA MAGAZINE, provides 
the very finest in-depth analysis of the 2004 
Alabama football team, coaches, opponents, 
facts, statistics, schedules, color action pho- 
tos, and the best and most accurate Tide 
football recruiting information available! 

The 2004 BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK will 
be mailed this summer. 

The $12 charge includes applicable taxes, 
postage, and handling. 

The past two YEARBOOKS have sold out, so 
be sure to order now! 


VISA or MasterCard orders: 
Call 1-800-713-2261 or 
FAX 1-205-345-1260 


OR, Send check or money order to: 
"BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK 

PO. Box 866104 

Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054 


Be sure to give name and mailing address 
Order Today! 


|__YES, send me the 2004 BaMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK when it is available. I enclose $12 per YEARBOOK, | 
‘which covers any applicable taxes and postage and handling. Total enclosed $ for ___ yearbooks. ; 


iNAME __ Check or money order to BAMA 
__ VISA __ MasterCard 


ADDRESS Card # Exp___| 


‘CITY ST ZIP Signature 


Telephone Credit Card Orders to 1-800-713-2261 


‘Mail orders to "BAMA FOOTBALL YEARBOOK, P.O. Box 866104, Tuscaloosa, AL 35486-0054 
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| he Magazine For The Grimson Tide Football Fan. 
The Magazine For You. Month After Month BAMA Brings You T a 
lle Sn, mn Grimson it Footvalt=Na at The Headlines. 


as Of Call 
Football since 1979. Readers 


get the facts and figures, but 
also get the story behind the 
story. We profile the stars 
and the stars-to-be, coaches, 
and even the stars of 
yesteryear as we remember 
Alabama tradition. And for 
the best and most accurate 
recruiting information, 
nothing compares. 


Pease Seno Me One Yean 
Or ‘BAMA For Owy $35.00. 


Total amount enclosed $ fOr 
dents add $2.00 sales tax to each ordem@¥erseas add $10.00: agp order. 


Make checks payable to: 


“BAMA Magazine 
P.O. Box 866104 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 


Exp. Date 


O Payment Enclosed 
O) Mastercard 
OVisa 

Bank Card#__ 
Signature 


Please Print 
To: (Name) 


__ subscriptions. Alabama resi- A ian 


“We don’ t stop with — 
football season, either. Ke 
up with all Alabama sports, 


August through May. Great 
gift idea, too! 

Make the big play to 
get on the inside of Crimson 
Tide football. Return the 


coupon or for immediate 
service, just call toll-free 


1-800-713-2261. 
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